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A Pastoral Letter addressed to the Members of the 
Episcopal Church, in the Faatern Dio 
A. V. Griswold, D D, 


Proter(an! 
ees By the Right Rev 
Brethren, beloved in the Lord, 

A regard to the duties of my office, 
and the prosperity of the church, in- 
duces me to cali your attention to a 
subject, interesting to all its mem- 
bers, and to those especially who 
have the care and education of youth. 
Few cliristians, it may well be teared, 
duly estimate the importance of the 
apostolic injunction to bring up ehild- 


} 


| 


| 


; 
H 


| 


first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ. Missionaries, in various parts 
of the world, have learned from de- 
cided experience, that to begin with 
the instruction of children, is to be 
almost sure of success. Never was 
it more evident than at the present 
day, that he was a wise man who said, 
* ‘Train up a child in the way he 


‘should go, and when he is old he 


{ 


, will not depart from it.”’ 





! 


But there is yet an earlier duty of 
parents to their children. If we 


renin the nurture and admonition of | would, as commanded, bring them up 


te Lord. That childhood and youth 
are the proper seasons for commen- 
cing other knowledge, and preparing 
the mind for any thing and every 
thing excellent and useful in this life, | 
men need not be told: it is the dictate 
of common sense, and contirmed by 
the daily, and universal experience 
of mankind. But christians seem to 
forget, that the same season is most 
favourable for laying the foundation 
of religious principle, and a holy life ; 
and their practice illustrates the 
truth of their Lord’s remark, that 
‘* the children of this world are, ip 
their generation wiser than the chil- 
dren of light.” The present genera- 
tion of the children of light, have 
surely most convincing testimony, 
that childhood is the season most pro- 
pitious for implanting in the mind the 
Vol. HL—No. 4. 
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ship ; 








in the Lord’s nurture, we must place 
them init. Ifthey are to be educat- 
ed as God’s people, they must be 


!imade members of ** that holy fellow 


Such has been the wisdom, 
and such the will of God, from the 
commencement of his gospel cove 
nant, confirmed in Christ, and sacra- 
mentally sealed to our spiritual father 
Abraham. Under the gospel dis- 
pensation it is, as we believe, a duty, 
and of no small importance, of chris- 
tian parents, and other christians who 
have the care of children, to bring 


‘them to Christ, that his ministers, in 


|his name, may receive them into the 
bosom of his church, and place them 


‘under his 


nurture and admonition. 


| . 
''They cannot be too early dedicated 





‘ 


to the Lerd who has bought them : to 
that God. ard Savionr. and Eterrhl 
iS 
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Spirit, by whom they are created, 
and redeemed, and sanctilied. 

On this subject, as on most others 
of a religious nature, there is a di- 
versity of opinions among christians. 
The question of infant baptism, as a 
point of controversy, 1s not the sub- 
ject of this address : and to those who 
think that nore but adult believers, 
in their own persons, to the exclu- 
sion of their children and households, 
have a nght to receive this sacra- 


ment, the following remarks may be } 


inapplicable and uninteresting. For 
such they are not intended. But we, 


of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in our twenty-seventh article, de- 
clare, that ‘* the baptism of young 
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children and households are permit- 
ted to remain in the world, strangers 
to the covenant of grace. And a still 
more numerous class, apparently, 
are they who are not faithful in per- 
forming the sponsor’s duty. They 
bring their children indeed to Christ, 
and become, as they ought to do, 
their sureties in baptism ; but do not 
** lead the rest of their life according 
to this beginning.’’ That these evils 
are prevalent, and that they are very 
injurious to religion and the prospe- 
rity of the church, is too obvious to 
require proof: it is certain that, 
through this carelessness and misap- 


| prehension, an institution, so well 


and so wisely calculated to promote 





children is in any wise to be retained 
in the church as most agreeable to 
the institution of Christ.” It is our 
belief, contirmed by our general 
practice, that none are, or can be, 


sound faith, good morals, and the sal- 

vation of men, has been, to a greut 

extent, frustrated. 

The following remarks and exhor- 
tations are offered, beloved brethren, 


' 





, 


better qualitied than little children to) in the humble hope, that through 
partake of the Saviour’s benediction, | the Lord’s blessing, they may, in , 
and enter the kingdom of heaven. || some degree, be instrumental in ob- 
But to the more pious of our com- | viating any objections, and removing 
munion it is a subject of painful ob- | the scruples which may cause any to 





jt ie servation, and serious concern, that | neglect the baptism of children, and 
tb tae this duty of bringing children to |) to awaken in our people a more se- 
jh ee Christ, is so much abused, and neg- | rious attention to the importance both 
lected, and misunderstood. By some ¥ of placing them, and of bringing them 
‘ it is performed too much as a formal) up, in the Lord’s nurture and ad- 

| ceremony, and in compliance with aj) monition. 
et religious custom. Others there are, This address is of course more es- 
| ae pious and conscientious, and their]! pecially to sponsors—to those who 

A pumber not inconsiderable, who, || bring, or ought to bring, children to 

(4 A from misapprehension of the baptis- || baptism: to show them the nature 
Hy) ae mal covenant, and the offices of the |! and object, and convince them of the 








church, have scruples respecting 
** sponsors in baptisin,”’ and making 


the answers in the name and behalf 


of the children, which in the bap- 


utility, of becoming sureties for in- 
fants, and the immense consequence 
of faithfully discharging the duties of 
that most interesting relation. It is 








tismal ofice are required. Others | offered, together with my humble ; 
i} fe still, and we fear more in number, || prayers, for the benefit of the souls i 
fi who have no such scruples, and who || under my pastoral care ;—souls, to ; 
Ht ia} acknowledge that it is their duty tof whose henefit my life and talents, = 
i i bring their children into covenant} however small, are solemnly and 
il i — ei vpn as they ought, re- || most sincerely devoted. It is in- 

Hl eu ‘ct upon its importance :—they ne- | tended, as the Lord shall give me 





glect their duty; and while them- 
selves are in the christian fold, their 





wisdom, to obviate the objections 
} Which some make, or the difficulties 
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wich they conceive, respecting this jj and the instructions of that school- 


subject; to explain the nature. and | 
show the use of the responses re- | 
quired in the baptism of children ; 
and to add some persuasive argu- 
ments and exhortations to eaforce 
the peformance of the sponsor's 
duty. 
it is a previous, fundamental, and, 
with some, a doubtful question, whe- 
ther children can, according to the 
word and will of God, enter into re- 
ligious covenant: and it is a question 
which the word of God alone can re- 





jolve. An apostle comprised much | 


theology in few words, when he ob- 
served, that ** the law was our school- 


mester to bring us to Cheist:"’ and | 
‘therefore, thou and thy seed atter 


much is it fo be regretted that chris. 
trans do not profit more by ais excel 
lent instructions. Some things are 
intimated inthe New-Testament, and | 
preached in the gospel, which can- 
not be well and tully understood, 


without recourse to the antecedent \ 


dispensation,—to the typical institu. | 
tions of the law given by Moses. | 
The whole Bible is but one book ; | 
one system of revealed truth; one | 
word of God = Many things whic h | 
seem doubtful and obscure, as they | 
are read in one part of this volume, || 
in the other part are made clear and 
intelligible. Many institutions of the 
law, which, in themselves consider- 


of Genesis, he 


master ** the law, which was four 

hundred and thirty years after.” and 

no doubt can remain. ‘* Search the 
| ndianeen. ‘** What is written in the 
itlaw ? how readest thou?’ Cireum- 
'ecision, the seal of that covenant, was, 
iby divine command, the right of 
children, no less than of their parents. 
| When God, by immediate revelation, 
* preached the gospel to Abraham,” 


{ . ‘ 
and ** when he was ninety-nine years 


old,’ renewed with him, his ** ever- 


lasting covenant, to be a God unto 
t 


lum, and his seed afier him,’ as is 
jwritten im the seventeenth chapter 
said unto Abraham, 
Thou shalt keep my covenant 


This ts 


(hee in their generations. 


iny covenant which ye shall keep 


between me and yoa and thy seed 


after thee ; every man child among 


‘you shall be circumcised :—it shall 
be a token of the covenant betwixt 
meand you. He that is born in thy 
| house, and he that is bought with thy 
money, must needs be circumcised ; 


and my covenant shall be in your 


flesh for an everlasting covenant. 


And the uncireumeised man child, 
whose tlesh of his foreskin ts not cir- 
;cumeised, that soul shall be cut off 
‘from his pe ople : he hath broken my 
leovenant.” The same sacramental 





ed, appear as unmeaning ceremonies, 
when compared with their antitypes 


and fulfilments, in the advent of; 


Christ, the sacritice of his cross, and 
the preaching of his gospel, are ren- 
dered most significant, and exceeding- 


by interesting. And in like manner, | 


the writings of the apostles, and the 
institutions and = practices of the 
church, receive great light and con- 


firmation from the dealings of the} 


Almighty with his peo le Israel. If, 
for example, it be made a question, 


whether infants may be in covenant | 


with God, we need but to consider 
**the covenant confirmed of God in | 


| rite, the same seal of covenanted 


| blessings, temporal and spiritual, was 


prescribed for the aged parent, and 
‘for the infant of eight days old. God 
| was displeased, if any child among 
| thein was not circumcised ; such child 
was to be cut off from his people, as 
| being destitute of the appointed seal 
‘of the covenant relation. ‘They who 
| were circumcised in childhood, were 
the same as adults, ‘* debtors to do 
ithe whole law,”’ and entitled to all 
| the privileges of the chosen race ; the 
Lord was their God, and they his 
| people; and they were bound as such, 
to obey him. They became mem- 





Christ’ with our Father Abraham. 


‘bers of the church of God; even of 
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that stock and true olive trec, int 
which the gentiles, when converted 
were grafted. 


When God renewed his covenant |leges of his chosen people, 
, evident. 


with his people, their children were 
still included. ‘Thus in 
10—13. ** Ye stand this day, all of 
you, before the Lord your God ; your: 
captains of your tribes, your e ders, 
and your officers, with 
of Israel, your /iftle ones, your wives, 
and thy stranger that is in thy camp, 
—that thou shouldst enter immto cove- 
nant with the Lord thy God, and tmto 
the oath which the Lord thy God 
maketh with thee this day: that he 
may establish thee t.-ay, for @ peo- 
ple unto himse if, and that he may be 
unto thee a God, as he hath said unto 
thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy 
fathers.” So Joshua engaged for 
himself and his house, that they would 
serve the Lord. Josh. xxiv. 15. To | 
doubt then, whether infants are capa- 
ble of being in covenant with God, 
and whether they can be bound by a 
religious transaction, performed be- 
fore they are capable of acting for 
themselves, 1s to make ourselves 
wiser than the Almighty ;—-it Is, in 
effect, to question the truth of his 
word, or the equity of his Provi 
dence. 

But if we admit, what is so very 
evident and certain, that children did, 
through the agency of others, cove- 
nant with God tn circumcision, they 
may no less evidently, so far as the 
principle in question is concerned, 
be bound by the covenant in bap- 
tis. If privileges and promises may 
be sealed to them in one ordinance, - 
why notin another? If the circum- 
cised child was a debtor to do the 
whole law, 


to obey the gospel. The incapacity, 
or want of will in the child, cannot 


be justly urged as any difhiculty or | 
objection, more in the one case, than | 


The reason and fitness } 


in the other. 
vf the thing remain to be considered : 
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Deut. xix. | 


all the men | 


with equal justice and: 
propriety the baptized infant is bound | 
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wit the principle that an infant may 
_be brought under special obligations 


} to God, and participate in the privi- 


is very 


| To those then, who question its 
justice or propriety, we might answer 
‘in the words of an apostle, ‘* Who 
jart thou, O man, that repliest against 
God?” Is he unreasonable? Has 
| the Lord commanded what, in its na- 
jture, is unjust?) The infant under 
the law could not present himself to 
be circumcised. So tar as he hada 
will, he was. no doubt, opposed to 
the painful operation, and made re- 
sistance. His parents, or other 
sponsors, were, by divine appoint- 
ment, the agents in subjecting the 
child to the obligations of the law ; 
which, nevertheless, when he came 
\to age, the child was bound to per- 
jform. This was perfectly equitable 
| and right, except God can be unjust. 
| Of course, except God, at some sub- 
| seque ut period, has revealed that the 
thing is no longer agreeable to his 
1 will there ts nothing unjust or im- 
proper in continuing still to initiate 
them into his church, and binding 
them, to forsake their sins, to be- 
lieve in God, and to do his will. 
Here then might we rest the dis- 
cussion of this very important sub- 
jject. But God is pleased, no doubt, 
with a rational faith, as he is with a 
|| reasonable service. lle needs not, 
indeed, the wisdom of man to vindi- 
jeate the equity of his Providence ; 
jand our apologies for the Almighty 
are often without excuse : yet it may 
‘be useful, should he be ple: ised to 
bless the humble eflort, to add some 
| remarks upon the nature, reason, and 
“propriety of the engagements made 
inthe name of children in baptisim. 
_ And they are offered, brethren, with 
‘humble hope and sincere prayer, 
that God may make them, in some 
; small degree, subservient to the 
prosperity of religion. 
| ‘To understand the vafrre of the 
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engagements made in the name of 
children, we must bring into view the 
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authority of the baptismal obligation ; 


which rests not upon the act of man, 
but the will and appoiutment of Al 
mighty God. If religion were a civil 
institution, and baptism an ordimance 
of man, its authority might reason- 
ably be What make 
baptism a sacrament, and tts adminis- 
tration useful and obligatory, is the 
appomntinent of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
By his authority alone, are any bound 
by the covenant which it seals. The 
obligation is from God. Ta vartous 
other instances he exercises a lke 
authority. We are born into this na- 
tural world without our own agency 
or consent: but 
ation, In any diminish our 
duty and obligation to love and serve 
God ? Can we resson ibly object to 
the divine government on the ground 
of its soveretguty, or excuse our sins 
by saying that we had no desire to 
be placed in such astate ? Are God’s 
laws the less binding upon our lite 
and conscience, because we had no 
voice in making them?) Of his own 
nature, and in right of his infinite 
pertections, he is the Sovereign Ar- 
biter of the universe :—his will ts 
justice tn the abstract, and bis word 
the unerring rule of right. No act 
or promise which we can do or make, 


questioned, 


— } ee 
goes this) consiaer- 


degree, 


is so justly oblizatory as the laws of 


God. We are born his subjects, and 
our utmost allegiance and homage 


are his due, trom the moment we 
draw our earliest breath. Baptism, 


then, being of divine appointment, 
and it being, we now suppose, the 
Lord’s will that infants be brought to 


Christ, and enter his kingdom, his 
authority is sullicient to bind them | 
to every christian duty. Ifthe nat- 
ural birth of children makes them 
debtors ** to do justly ;”” their spirit- 
ual birth of water does as justly, by) 


' 
Fr gression incurred, * 


the same authority, make them debt- | 


‘uemnbly vith God.” If 


| 
j-ent to every fistitution. Ile 
} 
j 


ithe whole, 
scendants of Adam, gave his previous 


| 


| 
ers “ to love mercy, and to walk | 


by the one | 
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they are bound to obey a law ot 
works, why not by the other to obe y 
“the law of futh 2? Are not God's 
spiritual benefits of as-great obliga 
tion as the gitts of nature / 

Itis a fact remarkable, and much to 
the purpose ol the present question, 
that the same principle is vdiuutted, 
mad putin practice, m all human 
coveruments. la a temporal king 
dom orstate, every child ts born sub- 
pect to its constitution and laws, no 





ess than if he had given his free as 


owes 
the same allemiance to the coustitut- 
fed authorities, is under the same 
obligation to regard the laws, and to 


erve and detend hits country, ais 
though he hed made that country his 
hyoluntar ve ‘home, Should he be ac- 
cused of treason, or ot any infraction 
pot the supposed civil compact, to no 
purpose would he plead in his justi- 
lication, that the laws are not accord- 
ing to bis mind and will. Whatever 
dislike he may conceive, or disappro- 
bation he may express, of (he .dinin 
istration of the government, would 
not release him trom its authority. 
Now, if this be reasonable, and tends 
to general happiness under human 
laws, which are always imperfect, 
and sometimes unjust; how tatinitely 
more so, When applied to the divine 
vovernment, which is perfectly right- 
eous, and calculated to produce the 
greatest possible good, both public 
and individual. 

If we extend our view to the dis- 
pensations of God’s providence, the 
same economy evidently pervades 
What one of all the de- 





assent to that state of probation in 
| which the first man was placed?) And 
‘yet the ** death’? which his trans- 
. has passed upon 
Though we cannot see 


H 


all men. 
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‘the reason, or though we should pre 
sumptuously deny the equity, of this 
dealing, the fuct is evident and | me On: 
trovertible, that * in 


i 
| 


ie 
Nay ‘i all 4 he ; 
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that pains and mortality are the por- 
tion of infants, not less than of those 


‘* who have sinned afier the simili-, 


tude of Adam’s transgression.” We 
may deny the fall of man, 
miseries of life will continue; to 
whatever canse we ascribe them, 
they certainly exist ; and, notwith- | 
standing all that we can say of the 
innocence of children, many of them 
will suffer, and many die. 
(To be continued.) 





Sketches of Clerical Characters. 
(Continued from page 79 } 
COSMOPHILUS * 

Has a little passed the meridian of | 
his days ; one half of which he has | 
epent in orders. Of his personal, 


piety it becomes me to express no | 


opinion ; ps articularly, as the flock 


. 1} 
ever which he has been settled for} 


the last fitteen would, to an 
mndividual, be any 
other account of a than 
that it is one who resembles their) 
parson. 
state of repair, and the lands attached 
to ot under cultivation, 
family is well bred, and well edu- 
cated,—and, in general, the church, 
the dwelling, and the whole domestic 
groupe, exbibit an air of respect- 
ability that cannot fail to recommend | 
the taste and management of the rev- 
erend incumbent. — [lis library ts se- | 
lect ; and his habits, uw not studious, 
aniformly regular. Hence, his liter. | 
ary acquirements are considered re- | 


years, 

¢ la Lei : 
unable to give 
good man, 


good 


speciable ; and, on most subjects of | 


generil interest, his information is 
correct and extensive. Tis humane 
dispositions are well known ; and his 
decided friends, not only among his 
equals in age and standing, but among | 


the poor and the youth of his congre- | 


* The reader need not be informed that 
the several characters whose description | 
follows, are no otlierwise applicable to any 
individuals, than as individuals happen to | 
belong to the general classes severally re- 
presented by ther. 
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His parsonage is ina snug! 


His: 
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| gation, are numerous. He likewise 
| supposes himself to possess among 
them, no inconsiderable share of in- 
‘fluence, which he is careful not to 
impair, by needless austerity, or by 
atte mpting ¢ to abridge their liberty too 


much, in what he sometimes, even 
‘from the pulpit, specifies as the 
| harmless indnlzences of life. He is 


| seldom heard to use, on any subject, 

the language of harshness and asper- 
| ity. The warmest expressions he 
has uttered these three years, were 
| drawn from him by the late uncere- 
| monious obtrusion of the Methodists 
jinto his parish, and the more insidi- 
ous advances of asmall Unitarian So- 
| ciety, —hboth of which have strength- 


t ened their cause at the expense of 


some of the younger members of his 
liock. Indeed, if we except the ad- 
dition of a tew families moved inte 
j the bounds of his parish, he has, tor 
ten years past, had a very small ac- 
cession of new members to his com- 
| munion ; while the original number 
has been gradually impaired by 
| deaths, secessions, and removals. 
Except in the winter, Cosmorat- 
nus has regujarly two services on 
Sunday, and reads prayers in church 
| during the ple asant months, on Wed- 
inesdi ty mornings. At this latter ser- 
vice, nearly a dozen respec table ma- 
| trons, aud a’ couple of pious gentle- 
men, whose residence is contiguous 
ito the glebe, and who have been 
nearly twelye years retired from 
_ business, are regular attendants. 
CosmMoPnHiLvus has a taste for the de. 
lights of social intercourse ; and te 
several classes of persons, ‘be is i 
fl very agreeable and amusing compan- 
sion. He can defy the most malevo- 
‘lent to impeach his moral character 
and, regarding himself not only as a 
| firm be saver of christianity, but « 
| christtan minister, whose regular iy 
| tention to the duties of his office for 
| sO many years, has afforded, as he not 
Sart A incorrectly supposes, general 
satisfaction, ‘ why should he not, on 


‘ 
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suitable occasions, autfer himself to discourses are correctly written; are 

. e - . ! . . z r 
relax a little of his Sunday morning |free from moch of the modern and 
gravity? Surely, religion cannot re- | poeuliar phraseology of some popu- 
quire a repulsive austerity of man- | lar preachers > and what ts more than 


ners at any time: to assume it, there- ! many of These can boast, hes subjects 
fore, even in the sanctuary, or at the | are both intellieible and practical.’ 


sick-bed, is scarcely necessary. Be-| Passing out of tis church at the 
sides, the attempt would savour aj conclusion of the service, a tew Sab- 
litle of insincerity; as it must put! bath evenings since, Twas accosted 
something like constraint upon the ) by a respectable member ot his con 


spontaneous How of bis feelings, and | gregation, who had now nearly ac. 
entirely distarb their habitual tone.) complished what the last prayer had 


! 


They were made to run in a differ- | begun, towards arousing himself fron 
ent channel: and he abhors hypo- |) the stumber mto which the sermon 
crisy. Men are various!y formed: | hiadcasthlim. Observing m my look 
and it would be as vain, as itis wnne- [an air of thoughtfulness, he appeared 
cessary, for aman of hvelv feelings, | doubtful whether it was caused by 
ecret for the thinness of the assem- 


and baoyant spirits, te undertake to)! t 
bly, oc by surprise at finding him 


accommodate his deporiment to the | 
cold and monotonous habitude of the present at a service so generally de 
mere phlegmatic. But whe shontld serted, Adapting his remarks te 
be cheerful, if not the christian | either supposition, be said, the mod- 
And who has a right to the good! erate attendance on Sunday evenings 
things of Providence, if not he | needed no apology. ‘hor we are sa 
This is the course of reasoning j tished, he continued, ‘with the rea 


adopted by Cossorninrs twenty-five || sous our pastor assigns for holding 
years ago, and it has directed bun to | the christian Sabbath as a very dif 
a corresponding conrse of life ; which | forent institution from that of the 
he has pursued with admirable con- | Jews sand fur better adapted beth to 
sistency, ever since. [tis even re the cenvenience and to the improv 
marked by his older parishioners, | ine character of the human race. Ag 
that the cheerfulness and hilurity of regards my own attendance, ’tis nota 
his temper improves with his years. ij matter of constraint, but a willie tri 
In his pastoral mtercourse with fis bute of respect to our excellent pas- 
people, his object is to make his \ tor. No, sir : while | am able te 
Visits agreeable to all, and to show || convey my self to church on Sunday 
the benevolence and friendliness of { evenings, be never shall experience 
ins heart. With this view, he is cau- the mortitication of finding that ser 
tious never to introduce such sub- || vice quite abandoned of his parish- 
sects as would give a melancholy turn ioners. Am not rght, ha?’ 
to the discourse, and to avoid all ap- | 


Not expecting a reply, he received 
pro iches to harshness and severity, ‘none. The truth ts, my reflections 
either of manners or remark. In his!) had been for some minutes quite en- 
visits to the sick and dying, he never || grossed by the (shall [ call it ?) casual 
fuils to administer the prescribed of- || occurrence of two passages of scrip 
fices of the church, which he ob- || ture, which seem to have no very 
serves seldom fail to have a soothing || natural affinity, except as they relate 
eflect on the minds of the sufferers. |/in different respects, to the minis- 

As a preacher, his parishioners || ters of religion. The first was the 
admit he is not gifted with that de- || pathetic lamentation of St. Paul. 
gree of animation which the redund- || ** All seek their own, and not the 
ance of animal spirits supplies to} things which are Jesus Christ’s.” 
some others. ‘ But,’ they add, ‘his’ The other passage ocenrring tn ge 
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singular a 
point out the final effects of luke- 
warnimess aud indifference m aworld- 
ly and carnal minister, on the people, 

And these shall be like people. 
like priest: and LT will puntsh them 
for their ways, and reward them for 
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connection, appeared to| sceptical ; 


ee age 
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the unthinking trifling, 
yam and dissipated ; and both, igno- 
“rant, in ashameful and astonishing 
\ degre e, even of the rudiments of the 
gospel. Has God forgotten to afhix 
‘his seal to the fiuthtul and unadulter- 
| ated ministration of his word and or- 





ri their doings.” Ilos. iv. 9, dinances ? Or, in regard to the min- 
Abin: From indulging in such desultory | istrations of this clergyman, can he , 
| in apprebensions, [ was naturally in- ‘recognise neither fidelity in the in- 5 
" duced to vo mto amore exact scru- |) strument, nor UNCLTTU PINESS in the t 





* 


tiny of Cosmormiius’s  ministertal 
character. Certain undefined anxie- 
ties had been involuntarily obtruded 
npon my muind; and they were poin- 
ful. | resolved not to cherish them 
without substantial evidence of their 
having a just foundation. On what, 
then, were my fears grounded ? ‘The 
inquiry instantly called up in 
mnind, an array of evidence so post- 
tively unfavourable to the opinion of 
this clergyman’s ministerial fidelity, 
and direc tly criminative of the 
views with which he prosecuted the 
sacred work, as almost precluded fur- 


sO 


my | 


doctrine ? 

‘ But the faithful servants of Christ 
are notalways the most suecessful.’ 
\'‘True. But it has never yet been 
| proved that a faithful servant can la- 
jvour tn his Lord’s vineyard for a 
j course of years, and leave no evi- 
| denee behind him that the gospel has 
beon faithfully preached there. Iffew 
are converted, some must be instruct- 
ed. It few are brought to repentance, 
some must be convinced. It the tide 
jot worldly vanity continues to flow 
through his congregation, the stream 
will not roll on entirely unruffled by 





ther hesitation, and eventually con- | opposition. Hf the rebellion pro- 
firmed my worst apprehensions. eeeds, tts abettors shall, at least, 
His field of labour had been a Wknow, that there is a standard, for 


wide one; comprehending im its 
range, many thousand souls : and long 
had he been occupied in this field. 
But, unaccountably, on any other 
supposition than that of his unfuith- 
fulness, few or none had been ap pa- 


the King of Heaven, planted in the 
jmidst of them: so that, though they 
| pe rsist and epi er ministry has 
its eflect. God and his gospel are 
vlorified. The sar of Cosmo- 
PiuLus is productive of none ofthese 


en 





ne. pe 


awe 





| iy ft rently induced to Nee fro wn the wrath | effects. 
i at rocome. Ofthe few, the very few, | But * a candle is not lighte d to be 
+f RY who had been added to his commu- H put under a bed, but ina candlestick, 
it Ate nion, not one appeared heart-broken | to give light to all that are in the 
i} i for sin—not one manticsted a new ! house.” If its design is to enlighten 
i yi principle of spiritual life and gospel | others, it certainly will render itself 
|e holiness, by his hungering and thirst- |visible. Whence is it then, that 
| alt ing after righteousness, his deadness |Cosmoruttus is seen to be as holar, 
it Dee to the world, his unatlected humility [a man of some parts and information; 
| ea before God, aud ardent love of his jis known to be a kind neighbour, to 
4) 2 crucified Redeemer. A particular | be polite in his deportment, and vir- 
} ty carvey of his congregation discover- jtuous in his hfe: and in all these 
H H ed to me, a deep and general uncon- |}characters, can edify and improve. 
i cern in respect to their spiritual in- | his friends ‘and his flock, both by his ; 
a | rests, They were universally | discourse and his example : and yet, { 
| Bon worldly in their tempers and pur- * regard to inward holiness, to oper- x 
| i soits. The reilecting part were ‘ative ‘faith, to communion with God, e 
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and concern ter his 
ever 
tween him, 
His conversation, and bis preaching, 
seldom reach these subjects, | 
theory. His deportment and exam- 
ple would never raise a suspicion im 
the mind even of the most discerning, 
of their entering into the formation 
of the christian character. ‘The me 
taphor of a * burning and shining 
heht,’ 
any view that can be 
character: but to athrm it of him as 
it living cy 


taken ot hus 


even in! 





, doctrines to be but the 


will hardiy apply to him, in| 


emp Nefication | ue oTye | Of 

the power of faith, and of the trans- | 
ah ae energy of the o sped, would 
> a i | 


be to tarn it into burlesque. Either 
these allusions of scripture have no 
necessary era 


minister, or the case is clear, Cos- 
MOPIIILUS Is not salitied to the char- 
acter. But more. Either a chris- }) 


tian minister has nothing te do with 
his appr l wee ) to 
say il, 
execute his office. 

On this topic it is 
to amplify. The gospel is a revela- 
tion of truth peculiar to iself—it di- 
reets the conceptions of men to the 
richest and sublimest glories of the | 
Godhead. The wisdom of the wisest 
of men, and the excellence of their 
most splendid systems, to such as 
understand it, are seen in the com- 
parison, to be foolishness and trash, | 
This Gosrer, peculiar, distinet, di- 
vine, Christ has commanded his map 
isters to display to every creature, | 
its own light. ‘To employ an ener- | 
vetic figure of the scriptures, they |) 
ure to reflect to the world, the ‘licht 
of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ.’ 

To say that CosmopHiteus preaches 
nothing peculiar to this revelation, 
nothing which might not be learned 
trom Epictetus and Seneca, would | 


priate work, or, 


to the fhithfal | 


iinpossible not | 


Cosmoruices utterly fails to} of human nature is admitted ; 


| 
1} 
i] 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


fe 1e 


for his creatures. 
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glory, no person |] own gloss on the doctrine,) the re- 
r discovered the difference be- | demption of the world by a divine 
and the most worldly ? | Saviour; the resurrection of the dead, 


and eternal judgment All these 
truths belong to his creed, and oceas 
sionally come into tus discourses. 
But, taking the examples of the holy 
apostles, in their ministry, for our 
we must perceive these 
medium 
through which the pecular glories of 
the gospel are displayed to human 
view, flock have 
heard the dissertations of their pastor 


direction, 


CosmMorHILus’s 


on the love of God. And good, very 
good, they consider uim, too, incom 
parison with the best of men. 1 


i} speak of their real apprebensions on 
this heavenly subject, 


and not of the 
language they might use, in speaking 
They have, too, heard of the 
condescension and sufferings — @t 
te hirist ; and think that it was, indeed, 
| kind ia him to care and do so much 
The corruption 
as the 
fr and and violence extant, abundant 


! 


ly testily of its reality. They have 
heard of the influences of the divine 
Spirit; and think of the miracles 
wrought by St. Peter, and the prim- 
tive christians. The y have been 
told, too, of the sanctilying operation 
ofthe truth on the heart; and inst: tly 
recur to the effect which the fear ot 
| hell, and the hope of heaven, the read- 







ing of the decalogue, and the learn- 





t} 











ing of the catechism, have sometimes 


had upon their own minds, in res- 
nf tr aining them from the perpetration 


ot gross and open wickedness. ‘ The 
_peace of God which passes know- 
ledge,’ * the joy unspeakable and full 
of glory,’ which sometimes are read 


in the weekly lessons, they consider 


i oriental hyperboles, and refer 
them to that gentle calm of the mind, 
which attends the consciousness of 
having discharged a duty, or done a 


certainly be to do him great injustice. | meritorious actien. 


ile teaches the dacivines of the fall ; 


These low and grovelling concep- 


of “Sg corruption, (putting his | | tions of * the glorions gospel of the 
4 
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everlasting God,’ entertained by Cos- 
mornitys’s flock, are to be account- 
ed for, on the simple principle, that 
the stream can only reach the level 
of its source, either in physics or 
religion. They are as wise on these 
subjects as his instructions are cal- 


culated to make them. Indeed, their | 


views of the gospel are essentially his 
own. In other words, he neither 
preaches nor understands the most 
ulustrious characteristics of this hea- 
venly system. Norcan the eloquence 
of an angel convince him that a plain 
account of the work of grace on the 
soul of an experupental® christian, 1s 
any thing diflerent from the deserip- 
tion of a case of fanaticism ; that the 
terrors which accompany the clear- 
est convictions of sin, do not spring 
from a disordered body or mind ; or, 
that the language which describes 


these effects of the truth on the minds 


of men, is not mystical and puritant- 
cal. 
in short, take the individual whose 


heartis wholly on the world; the eyes | 
of whose understanding the Spirit | 


of God has never savingly enlighten- 
ed: whose education has been unhap- 
pily, but too well calculated to per- 
petuate his native blindness, and self- 
complacency. 


oflice and insignia of the sacred minis- | 


try : make it his interestin this world, 
to exhibit an upright and blameless 
conduct ; and an exemplary diligence 


in the active duties of his station... 


Witness the development of charac- 


ter which these circumstances, oper-_ 


ating on such an individual, would 
produce in a term of twenty years. 


The same ruling principles which | 


actuated him in youth, will be seen 
to actuate him still. His character, 


* However this term may offend, I know 
of no other that can so well convey my 
meaning, as designating the full effect of the 
gospel, not only on the practice, but on the 
temper and feelings of the heart. As it af- 
fects the first, it ds practical; as the last, 
experimental, 
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ihowever embellished with the de- 
‘cencies of his station, however tcm- 
pered by habit, to the even tenor of a 
clergyman’s life, is still precisely that 
of a lover of the world, and an ene- 
my of the cross of Christ. 1 shall 
‘not, because it is neither my prero- 
gative nor my duty, assert, that this 
character is, in all points, the char- 
‘acter of Cosmornitus ; but he cer- 
‘tainly appears to possess a very simi- 
larone. As it respects the eflect of 
their ministrations, on the church and 
the world, they are the same, in 
whatever diflerent relations, it may 
finally appear, that their souls stand 
ito their God. LAICUS 


Letter on Novel Reading. 
[Of all the seductive amusements of 
the age, few present to the youti: 
ful ming attractions which tt is less 





Invest him with the, 


capable of resisting, and few are in 
their tendency more perverting to 
the principles, or more corrupting 
to the heart, than popular Novel 
reading. We are aware what so- 
phistry has been employed, and 
| What deep self-deception practised 
| in order to conceal this tendency, 
| 





and excuse the pernicious indul- 
gence. Gladly would we before 


have exposed the insidious danger: 
but this is a subject on which con- 
viction is too often overpowered 


| 

i| 

| 

| 

| by the torce of habit or of a pru- 


rieut curiosity, to result in the 
correction ef the practice. We 
venture, however, to reiterate the 
appeal on the subject, to our youth- 
ful readers in particular, in the 
following extract from a late anony- 
mous writer, whose production, 
under the title of ‘* No Fiction,” 
has acquired a large and deserved 
share of the public favour. The 
passage copied is a part of a letter 
from the circumspect and pious 
Douglas, to his relapsing friend 
Le Fevre, whose perilous fall 
commenced in the very indulgence 


—— “ 








} here so justly characterised. | 











4 


{$2l. 


* My very dear Friend, 


“You wish that ! would give the 


question of the tendency ot Novel 4 if composition, 


Leiter on Nove) Reading. 


167 


l}but their number is far too few to 
I! redeem the churacier of this species 


They deserve our 


reading some particular attention. (gratitude, and will, of course, be an 


This | will cheertuily do. Never 
was it a burden to me, to meet the 
request of my triend. 

* Perhaps | ought to preface my 
remarks by stating, that | by no means 
object toatale, or fictitious narrative, 
as such. Those who do, 
me to carry their objections too far ; 
and, by extending, invari ibly weaken 
them. Such obje ctions would oper- 
ate, not merely against some of our 
best writings, but equally 
against the compositions of our finest 
poots ; vet, surely, if there are those 
wh would forbid our perusal of the 

* Johnson, De Foe, 
there are none who 


appear to 


prose 


prose fictions of 
and St. Pierre, 
would interdict the poems of Cow- 
per, Montgomery, Scott, and Milton. 
Moreover, | apprehend, 
indiscriminate censure would aflect , 
even the scriptures themselves ; for 
IL know not what we can call the pa- 
rabolical parts, except tt be, trath 
under the veil of fiction. Indeed, 
we seem so constituted, as to receive 
instruction through this medium, with 
peculiar delight ; 
whether refined or barbarous, sert- 
ous or gay, has abounded with ficti- 
tious combinations, from the engage- 
ments of life and the forms of nature. 
toillustrate moral truth. 

** While, however, so much should 
be conceded, let it be observed, that 
it is a concession, rather to what is 
possible, than to what is fact. 1 can 
conceive of a tale being so construct- 
ed, as to illustrate and enforce the 
highest lessons of virtue and religion; 


that such | 


qiamagmation, 


{ The 


exception from the following objece 
tions :— , 

|  7irst, then, [ object to a course 
(of novel reading, as produces an 
ndue excitement on the wind. The 
design of the novel writer is to mter- 
inflame the passions; and 
this design is generally accomplished, 
| by giving that position to incidents 
land characters, which shall fill the 
and excite the deepest 
teelings of the heart. This excita- 
tim, trom beimg pleasing, becomes 
necessary ; the appetite grows with 
the gratification; tll, at length, the 


{ 
! 
| 


Pest and 


jnovel reader requires his tale, as the 


drunkard does his potion. 

evils of this excitement 
must be apparent. Where it ts in- 
dulged, the relish for sober pleasures 
and rational pursuits, is lost ;—the 
| underst: inding and the judgment are 
enslaved to an inflated Imagination 3 





' . . . 
j and ennuz, the tnseparable companion 
of violent emotion, sheds its destruc- 


he pale 
i tive mildew on all the soul. The 
|habitual novel reader feeds on es- 

mona 


for every nation, | sences and liquors, rather th 


| temperate and wholesome diet. 

** And, aif the observation is to be 
applied to youth, the case ts aggravat- 
ed. In youth, the fancy wants res- 
'traint, and the understanding, cultiva- 

ition; a course of novel reading, at 
‘this period then, must be as perilous 
‘as the administration of stimulants, 
‘where there is every symptom of 








but, at the same time, it must be con- | 
fessed, that the body of existing nov- | 
els is directed to very different ob-. 


jects. 
been writers, who have laudably en- 


There have, indeed, recently , 


deavoured to wrest this powerful. 


engine from the enemy, and employ 
it on the side of truth and gooduess ; 


fever! 

** Secondly, 1 object to general 
novel reading, because tt gives false 
impressions and views of life.  Al- 
though it is the boast of the novelist, 
that he * draws from life,’ I will ven- 
ture to say, his descriptions are ne 
more a fair sample of life, than the 
gardens of Italy are a fair specimen 
of the world, or the portraits 1g 
Somerset Jlouse a fair representa: 
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tion of our species. It is rather a! 
of it; and, though the copy sheuld be 
correct, the impression will be erro- 
neous. There is too much bustle, 
and surprise, and agitation ; the heart 
must thrill with fear and hope, 
through every page of the story; 
while the days, the months, the years 
of real life, which pass away in regu- 


neither description nor encomium. 


the exhibitions of life, partial as they 
are, are unjust. Characters are 
drawn with amoustrous compound of 
vice and virtue. Passions are des- 
cribed with necessary consequerices, 
which ave by no means consequent. 
Trifles are raised into importance ; 
events not likely to occur in a life- 
time, are made essential to life ; and 
others, common to humanity, and 
which frequently bring with them 
little pain or pleasure, cannot 
realized without sinking into an abyss 
of endless misery, or rising to a 
paradise of e ‘verlasting | Joy. 

** But, thirdly, my principal objec- 
tion to novel reading is, its ‘mora! | 
tendency. ‘This charge , though a 
most serious one, is, | fear, to be 
apphed to nearly all the books which 
pass under the name of novel. In 
making this assertion, however, | am 
taking the New Testament as the |; 
standard of morality; and by this | 
standard, although there will be no 
comparison in the shades of guilt, 
few will escape condemnation. What 
are we to say of works which fritter 
away the distinctions between right 
and wrong ; and deceive the unwary | 
into the paths of vice, by surround- 

ing them with the waymarks of vir- 
‘tue? What ave we to say of works, 

which treat with contempt those ad- 
mirable qualities, industry, frugality, 

and prudence ; while they squander 

their praises on extravagance, care- 
essness, and folly? What are we to 
say of works, which alienate the heart 


he 








bar duty and quiet happiness, receive | 
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selection from life, than a delineation ' 


! 





| 


“* But it frequently happens that | 
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from domestic and retired duties— 
which convert every quiet home into 
a prison-house—and make the best 
of parents appear either ridiculous 
or tyrannical! What are we to say 
of works, which are pollute “d by lus 
cious descriptions of sensual ples- 
-ures, lascivious innuendos, and infi- 
del bon-mots ; and which, almost uni 
formly, make love a passion wholly 
irresistible ? What we to say 
to works which justify emulation, 
pride, vanity, revenge, ambition, and 
hatred?) Of works which, in some 
cases, become apologists of drunken 
ness, fornication, adultery, gambling, 
duelling, swearing, lying, an d suicide ! 
** To a person ignorant of the sub- 
ject, it would be thought that this is 
an aggravated statement ; but (us you 
perhaps know) so far from being 
such, it may be substantiated without 
a reference to those works, which 
are denounced as scandalous. I firt Ly 
believe that this representation may 
be justified from the writings of Switt, 
Smollet, Sterne, and Fielding alone; 
and yet their works are * the stand- 
ard of novels,’ and ‘heir names are in 


are 








highest reputation with the world ! 

* It is no atonement for these 
writers, that they occasionally throw 
lout some good moral sentiments—-that 
‘the y satirize certain vices which are 
unfashionable—and that they 
umes make the catastrophe speak on 
the side of virtue. When ene vice 
jis condemned to patronize another ; 
; when a moral maxim is pinned on to 
a licentious picture; when a fable 
lis composed of intrigue and wicked 
‘ness, terminates in a cold allusion to 

virtue ;—virtue and morality are only 
,scandalized and betrayed—they are 
only made a slight covering to the 


sonie- 


| pitfalls of vice! 


* Nor is it any apology that these 
writers draw from life. This has 
been urged in their favour, with a 
tone of great assumption ; but as Dr. 





characters 


Johnson has well observed, there are 


and scenes im Ute that 
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ought never to he drawn. What is 
unnecessary and improper for us to 
see, or hear, or know, it is improper | 
for the novelist to describe. Who} 
would be a voluntary listener to the 
lewdness, the curses, and impreca- | 
tions of bacchanahan orgies? Who 
would think of allowing himself to 
behold the abominations committed 
in the resorts of debauchery? Yea, 
who would choose to witness those 
innocent expressions ot love and ten- 
derness which can never be proper 
in the presence of a third person 
And yet it is not thought improper 
to make the novel reader present to 
all these Thus it ts 
that the hearts of many are polluted 
in the retirement of a chamber, 
characters and scenes 
militar to the mind, which, af 
known, ought never to have 
dwelt upon, 
\ our’s, 


hy deseripttor 


and 
are mace fa- 
at all} 


been 


my dearest friend, 
Most aflectionately. I 


HH 


ae 


uso 


For the Repertory. 
‘‘\uetrations of Obscure and Ditticult P 


Scripture, 


| 


(Continued trom page 67,) 
** Now Moses kept the flock of | 
Jethro, his tather-in- “ig: priest of | 
Midian,” &c. Exod. ul. | 
‘The tather-in-law of ee in this | 
vassage, and in chapter xvi. called | 
fethro, is likewise named Reuel, in| 
the second chapter, v. 18. Some 
have hence supposed, that some oiler | 


[ilustrations of Obscure and Difficult Passages of Scripture. 
, rst, 


‘attendant on the 


'fiddit, 


is 


|| Vision of the divine ¢ 





to be designated by one of the | 
names. But in the translation of the 
Se ting rint, the names fKeuel 
Je thro, are used indiscriminately for 
the father-in-law of Moses. 
2u. * And they saw the God of Is- 
rael; and there was under bis feet, as | 
it were, a paved work of a sapphire | 
stone, and as it were, the body of, 
heaven in his clearness. Aud upon | 
the nobles of the children of Israel, 
he laid not his hand: alse they saw 
God, and did eat and drink.” Exod. | 
XXIV. 10, 5t. {' 


| 

| 

person of the same family was in-| 
te nde a | 
| 


and {| 
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Phe declaration of John the Bapt 

No man hath seen God at any 
(John, 1. 18.) that ot 
alluding to the solemmities 
giving of the law, 
* Ye saw no manner of similitude,’ 
Deut. ix. 15.) compared with this 
passage, exhibit, an apparent contra: 
—— ars this is partly explained, 
by the words immediately following 


also, 


time ;”’ 
Moses 


ithe declaration of the B: ipusi, * T “ 


only begotten Sen who as inv the 
hosom of the Father, he hath revealed 
The evangelist turther says, 
that the + prophet saw his glory, “ 

e. of Christ,) reterring us to the 
vision of Ezekiel, in which nearly the 
same descriptive language ts used as 
W here- 
lore, Weare required to consider the 
vision Moses and Aaron, and the 
seventy elders in Sina, as a bright 
and distinct exhibition of the glory. of 
| the Son of God, in anticipation ot his 
incarnation. Ele as styled the * image 
lot the mvisible God,” * the express 
image (xaeaxng) OL his person.” It 
very justly supposed, that the 
lory aflorded on 
this ‘asion in Minal, was not dissi- 
iaiar to that of the prophet alluded 
toabove, and to that enjoyed by the 
three diseiples in the mount. In all, 
the divine personage who appeared, 
was the Son of God, revealing him 
selfin bis glorified humanity. 

27. ** And L appeared unto Abra 
ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by 
the name of God Alinighty; but by any 
name J: an, was I not known unto 
them.’ (ien. vi. 

*dtas probable that the last clause 
of this verse, should be read with ar 
‘ By my name Jehovah 
was I not known to them” For 
Moses constantly used the name Je. 
hovah in the preceding history: th: 
patriarehs built their altars and call- 
ed on the name ot Jehovah. Abra 


in this account ot Moses. 


ot 


er’ 


HOY 


’ 
we 


|ham called the name of the place 
where he was about to sacrifice Isaac, 
Jehovah-Jireh, and God speaking te 
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Jacob in Bethel, says, ‘1 am Jeho- 
vah, the God of Abraham.’ Some 
expositors, however, think, 
though the 
name Jehovah, they were not in- 
structed in this meaning and appli- 
cation of it; and that this is the 
purport of the passage: especially 
as Muses was the first, as far as we 
know, who was sent with a messave 
to others in the name of Jehovah, 
and enabled to confirm that message 
by public and incontestable mira- 
cles.” Scott. in loc. 
28. “ Now there arose up a new 


Hiustrations of Obseure and Difficult Passages of Scitpture, 


that | 
patriarchs knew the! 


7 


: 





king, over Kg Sypt — knew nol 
Joseph.” Exod. i. 8. 

The sense peter to be, who, | 
having no personal knowledge of, 
him, retained no respect for his me- 
mory, and was wholly uninfluenced 
by gratitude for his distinguished 
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pose to effect the liberation oj Israel 
by his hand. Itis a very probable 
conjecture entertaiped by soine, that 
in his subsequent flight, Moses yieid- 
ed to a culpable distrust of the pro- 
videnee and promises of God ; and 
that the deliverance of the nation 
was delayed many years in conse. 
quence. Without doubt the ¢om- 
nission Which he received in Horeb 
was much more express, than any 
previous intimation that might have 
been afforded bim in Egypt. 

The forty-pinth ehapter of 
Genesis, from the third to the twenty- 
seventh verse, inclusive, coutains a 
prophetic account of what was to 
befall the tribes of Israel at a remote 
period, then future. ‘The concise- 
ness and figurative nature of the 
language, involve the meaning of 
several expressions at this distance 


services, to favour his kindred and || of time, in considerable obscurity. 


pe rity ° 


Hut as respects the general import 


20. * And it came to pass becauee | of the prophecies which it contains, 


the midwives feared God, that he 
made them houses.” Exod. i. 21. 


# carelul attention to the language 


|| and subjects, will enable us to form 


* God rewarded the midwives for: | 


their concern in the increase and _ 
prosperity of Israel, by the increase | 
and prosperity of their own houses.” 
Scott in loc. 

30. ** And it came to pass in those 
days when Moses was grown, th: ut | 
he went out unto his brethren, and | 
looked on their burdens; and he} 
spied an Egyptian smiting an He- 
brew, one of his brethren. 


looked this way and that way, and | 


when he saw there was no man, he 
slew the Egyptian. and hid him in 
the sand” Exod. it. 1I—1A. 

From the comment i St. Stephen 
on this passage, in the Acts, (chap. 
ii. 25.) that Moses supposed from 
this act, that bis brethren would 


have understood that God, by him, 
was to deliver them, we are au 
thorized to conclude, that he acted 
on this occasion by a divine intima- 
tion; and that he had already a pre- 
sentiment at least, of the divine pur- 


And he | 


| 





| 








a very satislactory conclusion. 

“ Reuben, thou art my first-born, 
ny inght, and the beginning of my 
strength, the excellency of dignity, 
and the excellency of power. Un- 
stable as water, thou shalt not excel, 
because thou wentest up to thy 
father’s bed, then defiledst = it: 
he went up tomy couch. ” v. 3, 4. 

Reuben is here formaily enued 
with the prerogatives of the primo- 
geuiture, in order that his degrada- 
tion might appear the more humiliat- 
ing. ‘The characteristic “ unstable 
as water,” Scott says, relates, with 
ihe preceding expressions, to the 
dispositions of the patriarch Reuben, 
and is not a description of the char- 
acter of his tribe. ‘* Thou shalt 
not excel.” 
the superiority of this tribe, either in 
numbers or dignity, occurs in the 
whole sacred history. Nor is there 
mention made of any judge, prince, 
prophet, or renowned person. de- 





And no single proof of 
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scended from the tribe. Dathan and |! as a lion, and as an old lion; who 
Abiram alone, partially distinguish- } shall rouse him up? The sceptre 
ed themselves by their rebelhon shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
against Moses, and against God, and law-giver from between his feet, 
were destroyed in the wilderness. untit shiloh eome; and unto him 
“Simeon and Levi are brethren: shall the gathering of the people be: 
justruments of cruelty are in their binding his toatl unto the vine, and 
habitations. O, my soul, come not) tis ass’4 colt unto the choice vine, 
thou into their secret; unto their) he washed his garment in wine, and 
assembly, mine honour, be not thou | his clothes in the blood of grapes: 
united: for, in their anger they slew | his eyes shall be red with wine, and 
aman, and in their self-will, they | fis teeth white with milk.” vv. 3— 
dizged down a wall. Cursed be) [2. 
theie anger, for it was fierce, and |) Judoh, thou art he whom thy breth- 
their wrath, for it was cruel: TL will) ren shad! prosse, The name * Judah,’ 
divide them in Jacob, and seatter! signifies praise; and the prediction 
them in Israel.” vv. 5, 6, 7. denotes the special honour which 
‘The wanton cruelly exercised by | (he other tribes should conter on 
these two brethren in the slaughter! that of Judah. In nearly every age, 
of the Shechemites, is the crime} this tribe was more honoured thaa 
here denounced with such strong} any other. It enjoyed the prece- 
expressions of abhorrence, by the} dency in the encampments in the 
dying patriarch. It served as the| wilderness, in presenting oblations 
occasion for the prediction contain- | at the sanctuary, in the division of 
ed in the last clause of the passage,! Canaan, and in going forth to the 
‘| will divide them in Jacob, and| wars of the nation; and seems al- 
scatter them in Israel,’ which was; Ways to haye outnumbered every 
fulfilled in the future cireumstances, other tribe. 
of these two tribes. ‘The inherit Thy hand shall be in the neck of 
anc? of Simeon fell within the lot) Meme enciics, thy father’s children 
of Judah; (Josh. xix. I—9.) and} shall bom down before thee ; Judah is 
afterwards becoming too small for} @ fion’s whelp ; from the prey, my son, 
the tribe, forced a part to remove | “hou art gone up: he stooped down, he 
in quest of another settlement. couched as a@ lion, and as an old lion; 
The Jews likewise have a tradition, } who shall rouse him up? 
that numbers of the tribe were dis || In most of the wars of Israel the 
persed throughout the country as | forces of Judah were the most numer. 
instructers of children for their sup- |, ous, active, and successful. It was 
port. The tradition as respects the f the ruling tribe. The royal family 
tribe of Levi, was likewise exactly | which reigned over either the whole 
fulfilled; but their dispersion, as the |} ora part of the nation, for 400 years, 
ministers and priests of God, was |! belonged to it. At length, the tribes 
rendered both an honour and a bless- |! of Benjamin and Levi, entirely unit- 
ing to them. ‘ed themselves to Judah; the whole 
“Judah, thou art he whom thy |] country received the name ; and, af 
brethren shall praise; thine hand |, last, the nation itself came to be 
shall be in the neck of thine ene-|' called Jews, which is only a con 
mies: thy father’s sons shall bow || traction of Judeans. 
down betore thee. Judah is a lion’s | The sceptre shall not depart from 
whelp ; from the prey, my son, thou} Judah, nor a law-giver from between 
art gone up: he stooped, he couched |! his feet, unt! Shitoh come. The 
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sceptre, and law-giver, in this pas- of the people be. 
to Judah, or the Messiah. 


sage, are commonly understood, 
figuratively to denote distinct tribe- 
ship, and authority in general, whe- 
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This relates either 
In the 
former sense, it has already been 
seen to be fulfilled. In the latter it 
was especially accomplished in the 


ther legislative or judicial. The | 
original import of Shiloh, is not cer- | conversion of both Jews and gentiles, 
tainly known, but all agree in refer. , in the first ages of christianity ; and 
ring it to the Messiah. ‘The tribe} subsequently, in the preservation 
of Judah retained the supreme au- | and increase of the church, in every 
thority until the captivity. Even in } age. 

Babylon, it is manifest, that this | Binding his foal unto the vine, and 
tribe, and others which adhered to) Avs ass’s colt unte the choice vine ; he 
it, enjoyed many privileges ; and, | washed his garments in wine, and his 
among the rest, that of appointing | clothes in the blood of grapes. * These 
their own officers, and administering } verses relate to the lot of Judah 
their own internal government. On } in Canaan, and the advantages they 
the restoration, it regained its former | would enjoy along with the other 
aseendency ; furnished a race of) tribes. They foretold that Judah’s 
princes until the Roman conquest; || inheritance should abound in vines, 
and even under the empire, had its || so large that they would tie their 
own sanhedrim, and enjoyed the | young asses to them, and so fruitful, 
power of self-government in a very || that they would load them from 
considerable degree. But, within a || them; and that they should be so 
very lew years alter the crucifixion | much employed about them as to 
of the Messiah, this tribe finally lost |) have their garments stained with the 
its seperate existence, and with if, |) juice.’ A description entirely ap- 
every semblance of authority. i plicable to their future condition. 

4nd unto him shall the gathering | (To be continued.) 








MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT, 
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sicians, he made a voyage to Eng- 
land, but returned without having 
received any essential benefit. Find- 
ing thus that there was no prospect 
of his recovery, he heneceforward 
brought into more vigorous action 


OBITUARY. 

Departed tnis life at Norfolk, on the 4th of 
April, 1821, in the 3lst year of his age, the 
Reverend Samuel Low, formerly Rector of 
Christ Church, in that borough. 


He was originally intended for the 


law, and had commenced the prac- 
tice of if; but the desire of extend- 
ing the Redeemer’s kingdom, deter- 
mined his choice of the pastoral 


olice. He accordingly received 
ordination, and entered upon the 


charge of a congregation at Norfolk, 
with christian zeal aud diligence. 
Possessing a delicate constitution, 
with a peculiarly morbid state of 
nervous sensibility, he soon lan- 
guished under the duties of his pro- 
lessiou. By the advice of bis phv- 


the duty of adjusting the great con- 
cerns of his salvation. Under a 
lingering and painful confinement 
lrom his disease, which had now 
assumed the unequivocal character 
of pulmonary phthisis, he manifested 
the utmost patience and resignation, 
though his earnest desire was to 
depart, and to be with Christ. With 
great composure he wrote particular 
directions respecting the manner ol 
his interment, and at last, quietly 





‘fell asleep in the faith of Jesus 
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In his private life, the affectionate 
hasband, the tender parent, and the 
constant friend, shone conspicuously. 
His deportment was modest and un- 
assuming, and his delicacy of feeling 
was peculiarly his own. He was a 
good scholar, and a chaste and 
classical writer. ‘he sermons he 
has left behind show marks of an 
elevated and highly finished style. 
Should suilicient encouragement ol- 
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‘fer, it is understood that they will 
he published. It has been expected 
that an obituary notice of the de- 
would have been furnished 
earlier, and trom another quarter. 
It not having appeared, this imper- 
fect outline, is olfered as a testimony 
due to the memory ot of his virtues, 
and to the friendship whieh united 


ceased, 


him with the writer of this article, 


REVIEW. 


Eneourageme 
of the 


The Aged Minister's 


occastoned by the DD. ai’ 


nt tohis Y¥ 
Rev. 


ounger Breth ren, Two Sermoyys 
Thomas Seott, late Rector of Aston 


Sandford, Bucks ; preached at St. John’s College, Bedford Row, on Sunday, 


April 29, 182. 
&c. 8vo. pp. 90. 
(Continued 

The death-bed of eminent a 
gervant of God as Mr. Scott, and one 
to whom the public stood so largely 
indebted for instruction and comfort, 
was a scene to be watched with the 
deepest interest, by large numbers 
of by-standers. And, partly 
general love and reverence tor the 
individual, partly that false persua- 


from page $1.) 


sv 


sion so prevalent, that the triumph of | 


the dying hour will, in all cases, be 


proportioned to the advancement of | 


the living man, had cherished, in 
some of his friends, an oversanguine 
anticipation that this last scene of his 
honoured lite, 
exstagzis, and partake more of the 
character of a translation than of an 
awilul struggle, which often marks 
the sepi aration of soul and body. The 
writings of Mr. Scoit himself are no 
where. chargeable with a_ tendency 
to cherish any such delusion with 
regard to others, 
regard to himse!f. He would have 
been disposed to adopt the language 


of his meek and beloved associate | 


and triend, John Newton,—** Shew 
me not how a man dies, 
lives.” But we proceed to quote 


Vol. II.—No. 


By Danrer Wirison, 
London: Wilson. 


}some 


| Mr. Wilson, on the subject. 


the | 
acter. 


was to be a sort of) 


and still less with | 


but how he | 
‘| fiend had been entirely clouded by th 


of St. Edmund Hall, Ortord, 


very sensible observations of 

** Before | proceed to give some partis 
culars of his most instructive and affecting 
departure, I must observe that I lay wo 
stress on them as to the evidence of his 
state before God. It is the tenor of the 
i life, not the few morbid and suffering days 
| which precede dissolution, that fix the char- 
We are not authorized by Scrip- 
ture to place any weight on the last periods 
of sinking nature through which the chris- 
tian may be called to pass to his eternal 
reward, ‘The deaths of the saiuts 
cribed in the tuspired volume, are without 
exception the concluding scenes of long and 
consistent pre devotedness to God. 
Such are those of Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Da- 
vid, Stephen. The last of these is the only 
narrative of this kind in the New ‘Testa- 
ment which regards the article of death act 
and the circumstances of Stephen as 
the first martyr of the chiistian church, 
may well account for the exception. The 
| great Apostle of the Gentiles, and the other 
‘inspired founders of the new dispeusation, 
are exhibited to us in the holiness of their 


des- 


vious 


| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
t 





| lives, inthe calmness of their approach to 


wards death,in the deliberate judgment they 
form of thels past labours, in tbeir exhort- 
ations to others to supply their vacant posts 
of duty, in their triumphant anticipations 
of their future reward—but not in the ac- 
tual moments of their final conflict. I¢ 
would therefore have been no subject of 
surprise, if the last days of our beloved 
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natural operations of disease. We should 
then have drawn the veil entirely over 
them, asin the case of many, perhaps most, 
of the eminent servants of Christ in every 
age. But though no importance is to be 
attached to these hours of fainting mortal- 
ity, as to the acceptance and final triumph 
of the dying christian, yet where it pleases 
God to alford his departing servant, as i 
the instancé before us, such a measure of 
faith and sejf-possession as to close a holy 
and ost consistent life with a testimony 
Which sealed, ainidst the pains of acute 
@ise sey and in the most impressive manner, 
all bis doctrines and instructions during 
forty-five preceding years, we are called on, 
as | think, to record with gratitude the di- 
vine benefit, and to use it with humility for 
the confirmatien of our own faith and joy. 

“ ft must be recollected then, that under 
the pressure of high inflammatory fever, 
@id the morbid apprehensions, distrusting 
feelings, and unavoidable gioom and dejec- 
tion arising from it, the holy seutiments I 
am about to notice were utiered. We 
must also remember that tiie great adver- 
sary of souls doubtless employed al! his 
malice to aggravate his suffering by the in- 
jection of doubts and dismay, We are not 
therefore to look for the exercises and act- 
ings of hope and joy, so much as for those 
graces which marked the holy and spiritual 
habits which formed his character. Ac- 
cordingly, in the midst of all his sufferings, 
his state was sublimely christian. His 
anxiety was not so«much concerning his ul- 
timate safety, as Jest he should say or do 
any thing which inight betray impatience, 
discourage or distress his family, dishonou 
his principles, or displease the Saviour 
whom he loved. Even when, trom the united 
effects of morbid agitation and the assaults 
of satan, doubts harassed his mind as to his 
own acceptance, his awlul seuse of eternity, 
his view of the infinite importance of a fu- 
ture state, his apprehensious of the evil oi 
sin, of the holiness of God, and the inesti- 
mable value of Christ, bis unaffected self- 
abasement, his patience and uulimited sub- 
mission to the will of God, his constant 
spirit of fervent prayer, his pouring forth of 
blessings on all around him, and his minute 
and tender attention to their circumstances 
and feelings, were bright evidences to ali 
but himsel!, of his ripeness for heaven.” 
pp. 43—40, 


Mr. Wilson then proceeds to sup- 
ply us with some of the dying ex 
pressions of Mr. Scott, which convey 
to our minds the most unequivocal 
testimony of a frame of mind the best 
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acceptable to God, and the most 
cheering to those deeply interested 
‘in his eternal welfare. [tis perfectly 
true, that indications of deep tuought 
| of occasional perturbation—of an 
| anxious searching, and launching for- 
| ward, as it were, into the depths and 
obscurities of futurity—and of the 
heavy pressure of sin on the con- 
science, discover themselves in his 
dying declarations. I[t is perfectly 
true also, that some clouds occasion- 
ally interposed, and veiled to his 
sinking eye, for the moment, the 
glories of the invisible world, It is 
true that his dying scene presents to 
us an individual walking rather in the 
twilight of enjoyment, where the sun 
and the shade were struggling togeth- 
‘er for victory, than in a region of 
‘unmixed happiness. But are not 
‘such thoughts and anxieties the na- 
‘tural accompaniments of every step 
of eur pilgrimage ; and, if finally dis- 
persed by the light of faith, and hope, 
and christian joy, does not their pre- 
sence supply even a stronger evi- 
dence, to the by-stander, of the 
safety of the individual, than their 
absence? Undisturbed serenity may 
be undisturbed delusion. A calm 
after anxiety is a victory after the 
batthe—is the ** palm’’ when the bat- 
tle is won. And such was the case 
‘of Mr. Scott. At one time we find 
him speaking of death as “a new 
acquaintance, and a terrible one, un- 
less Christ giveth us the victory, and 
the assurance of it.” We find him 
saying at another, ‘* This is heaven 
begun—I have done with darkness 
for ever—Satan is vanquished—no- 
‘thing more remains but salvation with 
eternal glory—eternal glory.” “1 
am in full possession of my faculties 
—I know | am dying—I feel the 
‘immense, the infinite importance of 
the crisis. Lord Jesus, receive my 














spirit. Thou art all I want. Blessed 
| be God there is one Saviour, though 


but one in the whole universe, and 


| “ His love is as great as his power, 


suited to his circumstances, the most | * And knows neither measure nor end.” 
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To a young clergyman he said— , charged his office, may be rodged 
Count it an honour without reward, | from the single quotation which fol- 
in the midst of frowns and opp sition, to lows, VW e hy Wwe preterred sclecting 


preach the unsearchable riches of Civistto}/ @ Jong and uobroken extract such as 


: | 
poor sinners, and to help to send his holy jj 


word all over the earth, bv sea and by land. 
None but Jesus can do us any 1; nor 
rs but by him. ] 


FOO 
" 


can we do good to oth 
have suffered more this fortnight than inal] 


} 
} 
} 
| 


this, to presenting our readers with 


| 
'a succession of shorter extracts. 


‘The scope of my text, and of the whole 


| 
: 1] 

iny seventy-four years; and Christ has ap- i} subsect we have been considering, is not 
peared to me a hundred, yea, a thousand |} merely to support us against despondency, 
. . _% - 

times, if possibie, more precious and glon- Hi ut to apnmate us to actual efiort and ree 
ous than ever; sin more hateial and evil; i coubled exertions, It is not enough to bear 
salvation more to be desired and valu a up ageurst rebuke and scorn, we must be 
the love of Christ and the power ot Carist, i excited to determined courage, and holy in- 
iufinitely greater— 1 trey idity. © I charge thee,’ saith the a pos- 


’ 9 
t 


‘ More hee I fii 
I have found more in hin than 


pected to w ant.’? p- 53, 


than all in 


le 


To ourselves nothing can be more 
satisfactory than these extracts. 
They afford a close parallel to one of 
the most exquisitely affecting death- 
bed scenes presented to us in the 
annals of the church of Christ—the 
death of Richard Hooker. They 
assure us that faith in the Redeemer 
is of power sufficient, not merely to 
perpetuate the repose of the unruf- 
tled mind, or preserve the sun-shine 


on which no clonds have gathered—- | 


but to calm the disquiet, and to bind 
up the broken heart, to display to us, 
even when intensely occupied with 
the terrors of eternity, such visions 
of glory as shall gradually absorb our 
attention, disperse our fears, light up 
every dark spot in our hopes and 
enjoyments, and supply to the faint- 
ing soul, large prelibations of the 
waters of lite—of the stream which 
maketh glad the city of God. 

But we have no space to dwell 
much longer on this subject. It is 
impossible, however, to conclude 
without furnishing to our readers one 
or two quotations from the close of 
these able, spiritual, and affecting 
sermons. Mr. Wilson was not likely 
to quit such a topic without endeay- 
Ouring to fix upon the consciences of 
his hearers, some of the practical 
lessons which the subject is so ad- 
mirably calculated to convey. How 
Jaithfully and powerfully he has dis- 


Cr eX- 


| tle, in the verses which introduce the text, 


*hetore God and the Lord Jesus Clirist, who 
1 shall judge the quick and the dead at bis 
H appearing and his kingdom; preach the 
|} word; be instant in season, out of season; 
| reprove, rebuke, exbort with all long-suf- 





|} tering and doctrine, For the time will 
come, when they will not endure sound 
|| doctrine, but after their own lusts shall 
| heap to themselves teachers, having itehin 

} I ’ & 
jjears: and shall turn away theic ears from 
| the truth, and shall be turned unto fables, 
} But watch thou in all things, encure afflice- 


tions, do the work of an evangelist, make 
iull proof of thy ministry.’ Such is the so- 
exhortation which is followed and 
i supported by the words of the text. The 
| calmness, then, with which the apostle and 
j the venerable ministers of Christ in evety 
approach of death, their 
| gratitude on looking back on the period of 
| their labours, and their tiiumph in antici- 
| pating their crown, are to encourage and 
j apimate us who survive, to renewed ear- 
}nestness. The difficulties we may meet 
With are not to cool, but to quicken our 
zeal. Yes, my brethren, it is consoling, it 
is animating to see the examples of dying 
saints and ministers, to hear their last ad- 
monitions, to behold their noble courage, 
and to view their holy anxiety, not for 
themselves, but for us who ave to succeed 
to their place and sustain their combat. 
Yes, my biethren, they have * fought the 
fight, they have finished their course, they 
have kept the faith ;? they have now escap- 
ed from the prison of the flesh, aud are de- 
parted to their joy and their crown. We 
are leit for a time in the burden and heat 
of the contest. But we have the same Sa- 
viour, the same cause, the same promises, 
the same grace fur our support as they. 
Every dying servant of Christ adds his tes- 
timony to all who have gone before, that 
the fight in which we are engaged is gaud 
aud honourable and glorious. Let us then, 
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}} Leman 
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age regard the 
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run our race with increased speed, and \| truths as they lie in the inspired volume, 
fight in the combat with ten-fold vigour, |} not deterred by the charge of inconsistency, 
Let us not only do more for the welfare of |] but boldly fullowing where revelation .eads, 
souls, but do it with more wisdom, more |} and leaving difliculties to be reconciled in a 
self-denial, more cheerfulness, more come || future and brighter world, Zeal, my breth- 
passion, more watchiulness, more love and jj ren, without this gentle yielding to all the 
devotedness to our Lord. slightest touches of the Divine word, may 
“ To this end, let us catch the mantle of | do almost as much harm as good. We 
each departing saint, and copy the particu. |] never Cam expect a rey ival of pure religion, ; 
lar excellences which marked bis character. || till God in his holy book ts more honoured, Fi 
Let us learn address and judgment and | and man inhis fallible systems Jess. And I f 
acuteness and originality in our public dis- look upon it as the harbinger of a better day 
courses from one; strength and vigour of {| for the uutversal church, that it seems to be 
faith from another; kindness and tender- || the conviction of the most eminent persons, 
ness frown a third; pastoral zeal from a jj im common with our departed and esteemed 
fourth; interior knowledge of the heart from } triend,that the bible is the true point of union; 
a filth: generous compassion for the state I and that this book itself, and not certain 
of mankind from a sixth ;*® whilst from all | propositions deduced from it, is to be the 
we learn spirituality, abstraction from the | source and model of a scriptural theology.t 
world, love to the Saviour, faith, humility, | But let us further endeavour to mnitate the 
joy, activity iv improving our opportuni- extrarodinary diligence in improving his ta- : 
ties, in vedeeming time, and walking cir- |j lent, which marked our excellent friend. An 
cumspectly in our whole conduct. Lo this | indolent man can do nothing valuable. It is 
view, let the example of the venerable per- |) an active and conscientious industry im 
son now more particularly before us, teach || study, in prayer, in visiting the sick, in com- 
us determination of soul in serving God. | posing sermons, in ruling our households, in 
comprebensive views of every branch of | coing all the geod, and undoing all the evil 
truth, and unwearied diligence in occupy- || We Can, that must form an eminent minis- 
jug with our talents. O, my brethren, let iter. Let us then, in this respect, also deny 
us be more determined tor God. We are | ourselves, form determined habits of acti- 
half-hearted, timid, irresolute, alarmed at |) Vily, cut off all trifling pursuits, abridge se- 
the opinion of others. Let us begin to be \ coudary engagements, and give ourselves to 
more decided in religion, more bold, more | a painiul and diligent discharge ot our du- 
intent on Our work, more fixed on fighting ties. No one kuoOws to what God may call 
: the holy fight, more eager in running the | his if he is determined in his religion, scrip- 
7 sacred race, more jealous in keeping the | tural and comprehensive in his sentiments, 
sit deposit of the faith ; in short, more entirely | and diligent in his course of conduct. Let 
Has 4 * constrained by the love of Christ, to live |! us then arise and be duing. Let the crown 
i Hie td not henceforth to ourselves, but unto Him |) of righteousness, and the repose of heaven, 
1 ity iy that died for us and rose again.’ And lest {| and the approbation of our Judge, recon- 
lie te this fortitude should be in any respect mis- | cile us to a life of toil and difficulty; or ra- 
1 wh hy directed, let us take comprehensive views |; ther let them make such toil and dithculty 
te h of truth, let us embrace every part of the | our delight and our joy. Let nothing that 
i} z revealed doctrine, let us never be satisfied {|} we have hitherto done satisfy us; but * for- 
| ae till we are cast, as it were, into the whole}! getting the things which are behind, and 
shape and form and lineament of the Scrip- || reaching forth to those things which are be- 
tures, even as the melted metal falls into|| fore, let us press towards the mark of the | 
the mould, aud receives the most delicate |; prize of our high calling of God in Christ 
lines of the intended impression. Let us{| Jesus.’”? pp. ¢2—78, 
not imagine that we can fully understand af} Jf our readers estimate this address 
divine scheme in all its parts—or indeed in}|| | line te heal tae wall 
any of them—and let us therefore be more rigs ing to _— standat »t ) will 
and more ,and more solicitous to copy min- teel that there is in ita flow of heart, 
utely aud scrupulously all the separate |}of zeal, of love, to say nothing of 
# The revered and beloved names of || +t “* These remarks are not designed to 5 
Cecil, the two Milners, Newton, Robiason, reflect on the scriptural and moderate Arti- i 





those on that of the subject of these ser- 


Veun, Buchanan, will instantly occur to 


Richardson—whose departure has followed 





‘nons.’? 


| cles of Religion by which our own or any 
° P . | 
most of my readers; to which, whilst the 

pen is in my hand, IT must add that of | 


other Protestant church, endeavours to keep 
out the intrusion of heresy, and to perpe- 
tuate a succession of pure evangelical minis- 
ters. Something of this kind, seems a ne« 
cessary part of discipline wi every Chagch.”” 
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energy and of eloquence, which ity 
would have been wrong in us to in- | 
terrupt.—-And here we cannot but 
observe how ‘stale, flat, unprofit- 
able,’ by the side of exhortations 
such as these, is the great bulk of 
heartless, spiritless, and simpering 
conciones ad clerum,and archdiaconal, 
or even sometimes episcopal ad- 
dresses, which sorapidly congregated 
in certain windows of the metropolis, 
—to be neither bought, read, nor 
minded by one in a million ot the 
busy multitode. May the fact pec u-| 
liarly impressed upon us in these | 








sermons——that another eminent ser- 4 the perpetual occupation of a 
] 
where 


vant of God has fallen asleep—-that 
another minister of Christ, after liv- 
ing well and dying happily, has gone 
to his reward, stimulate every mem- 
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ltamments and trom 
jhis profession? Or, 


} 
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him’? Would he 
not have almost necessarily pronoun- 
half- 
who, 
, had 
from the at- 
rewards of 
must he not 
have imagined that the individual in 
question, if distinguished for the ex- 
tent and the accuracy of his profes- 
| attainments, yet, by his mis- 


cottages around 
ced him to be some obscure, 
taught mdividdual— man, 
by his idleness or his ignorance 
shut himself out at once 
the 


some 


conduct, or bya deficiency in per- 


sonal virtue, must have doomed him- 
eelf to this sort of domestic exile, to 
spot 


it was almost an exertion of 


‘friendship to hunt him out, and to 





ber of the christian church to OCCUPS 
the void which his death has made, 
to press forward in the ranks, to litt 
up the banner of his Lord with more 
fortitude and vigour, and to encoun- 
ter, in faith and hope, the shock 





ungodliness and worldliness, of indii- 
ference and sloth! May each stand 
ready to buckle on the armour of 


cand 


4 
! 
those who have been taken from us ; | 


to drink of the cup of their dishonour, 
and poverty, and sufferings if only 
in the company of their Lord, we 
may drink of the cup of eternal en- 
joyment with them in the kingdom of 
God! 

And here the word poverty sug- 
gests to us a topic, without the no- 
tice of which, our observations on 
the history of Mr. Scott, would be | 
very incomplete. Suppose the bali} 


} 
| 
| 


| 


vieithim { Or, at the best, must he 
not have conceived that the various 
governments under whose eye this 
theolomieal exile had perhaps long 
futhtolly laboured, had fewer 
rewards to bestow than worthy claim- 
ants of chose rewards :—that theolo- 


{i gical learning, and personal piety, 
hand 


pastoral 
mere drugs 


diligence were such 
in the modern market, 
as to invest their possessor with no 
peculiar claim to patronage ;—that 
thousands of suitors were pressing 


around them, each ofswhom had fairly 
‘earned pre-eminence*-each of whom 


carried along with him, as his title to 


 preferment, not his skill in political 


economy, not his dexterity in the 
sports of the field, or his address in 


ithe mazes of the dese e, or the chii- 
chat of the drawing room, but a still 


more valuable commentar y on Scrip- 
ture than Mr. Scott’s, constructed by 


cultivated inhabitant of some barbar- ithe labours and patience of thirty 
ous region to be conveyed to the ob- I years, and still more powertul efforts 
scure village i in which Mr. Scott con- | to defend the outworks, and add to 


sumed a considerable portion of his 
lite,—what, we ask, would have 
been his unbiased and uninstructed 
judgment as to the individual whom 
he beheld thus consigued to a narrow 
parsonage, and a petty church, and 
the rastic and scanty congregation, 
who, from Sabbath to Sabbath, could 





be collected froin the few scattered 


the influence of our common faith ? 
How then would such a wanderer 
from distant and barbarous shores to 
the country of justice, and benevo- 
lence, and political purity, and moral 
wisdom, and orthodox religion, be as- 
tonished to learn that this banished 
and hali-fed man-—this man, neglect- 
ed by his superiors in church and 
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justly raise his war-whoop against the 
« : 
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state, and even frowned on by some 
of them—this man, destined to feed 
upon the husks when others were 
devouring the grain of ecclesiastical 

roduce—was, in truth, nothing Jess | 
than the best textuarist, perbaps, in 
Christendom, and the only living ori- 
ginal commentator, at any length, on 
the whole volume of Scripture ?— 
Would not such intelligence send him 
back to his country, to search for 
that justice mm its woods and wilds, of 
which he found such small traces in 
the haunts of civilization and Christi- 
anity’? But, suppose our barbarian 
visiter to seek for the solution of so | 
strange a phenomenon, and to ask, 
what, after all, was the cause of the 
exclusion of this clergyman from all 
the rewards and distinctions of hts 
profession, and to be told that his of- 
fence was simply this ;---that he ad- 
hered closely and unequivocally to 
the formularies of the church of 
which he was the consecrated cham- 
pion and advocate ; that there being 
two interpretations, of which soine 
of the more mysterious and difficult 
parts of these formularies admitted, | 
he adopted that almost universally 
adopted two hundred years since, but 
now somewhat out of tavour in certain 
elevated quartérs ; that his only crime 
in fact, was a sort of half-way, guard- 
ed, and most practical and selt-deny- 
ing Calvinism; (although, in truth, 
it was not his Calvinisin, but his ac- 
ceptance of doctrines not exclusively 
Calvinistic, but acknowledged in com- 
mon by pious men of various denoim- 
inations in the Christian world, that 
constituted his chief offence : )— 
would not our unsophisticated savage |; 
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conduct of those who could thus act 
towards aman who had so eminently 
served the cause of religion, and of 
the church, because he chose to in- 
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culcate the doctrines of that church 
on others, in the same sense in which 
he, in common with many of their 
framers, beheyed and = subscribed 
them himself? And yet such is pre- 
cisely the history of Mr. Scott. If 
he would have abjured the princi- 
ples in which Usher, and Hall, and 
Hopkins, and Hooker lived and died, 
he might, perhaps, have risen to dis- 
tinction and emolument inthe church. 
jut because he saw with the eyes of 
those illustrious men, heard with 
their ears, and lived in their spirit 
and temper, he was left to find his 
obscure, and, as far as his governors 
were concerned, his cheerless way 
to the grave, without a single taste 
of those ecclesiastical bounties scat- 
tered so prodigally, from day to day, 
on many a raw and unfledged aspirant 
to dignity and fortune. If we have 
spoken strongly on this subject, let 
us not be conceived to have dor our 
object to beget or foster a spirit of 
prejudice against aoy particular man, 
or set of men. However disagreed 
on other points, the persons among 
us who chiefly possess ecclesiastical 
patronage, appear to concur in the 
plan of endeavouring, bya sort of de- 
gradation and a spare diet, to stint 
and starve men out of the genuine 
principles of the Reformation; an 
object. in promoting which, the 
Eighty-seven Questions of the Bi- 
shop of Peterborough will be found 
particularly useful. , 

A more awful trust cannot be com- 
mitted to any man than that ef decid- 
ing who shall eat the bread of the 
sanctuary, and minister at its altars. 
May a merciful God assist our go- 
vernors in church and state so to dis- 
charge this solemn trust, that their 
mode of discharging it’shall not wit- 
ness against them at the great day of 


account ! é 
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RELIGIOUS IN 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 
Dr. Steinkoptt’s Journa! 
la looking over a volummous 
stract of the information just publish- | 
ed by the British anu Foreign Bible 
Society, ho part has conveyed to 
us a more lively wea of the zeal 
which 1s beginning 
in behalf of the cause, on the con- | 
tinent of Europe, than the follow- 
of Dr. Stemmkopi ‘This gentleman 
visited, during the last year, in the 
capacity of Agent of the British 
ciety, most of the Protestant coun- | 
tries ot the continent. 
‘* Bésle.—-the meeting was 
the parish church of St. Martin, and} 
was attended by the 2 burgomasters | 


i)- 


of the city, by savesal other mem- || 
hers of government, by almost all | 


and several | of every rank, 


the clergy of the town 
from the country, and by about 1,000 
persons of both sexes. 

‘© Winterthur.---We expected to 
meet only a small circle of triends ; | 
but how creat was our astouisbinent 
to find, ona week-day morning, acon- | 
gregation of nearly 3,000 people as- | 
sembled in the large church! About 
twelve clergymen were seated round | 

the altar, and the magistrates of the | 
town sat opposite the pulpit. | 

** Scheffhausen.——l enjoyed the | 
happiness of addressing a_ public 
meeting in the principal church, | 
which, though held on a week- -day, | 
was attended by nearly 2,000 people; 
and fayoured with the presence of 
the burgomaster, the stadtholder, and 
other members of government, the 
antistes, and many respectable pro- 
fessors and ministers, resident either 
in the city or country. 

‘“* Frankfort.——The meeting was 
held in the German Reformed 
Church. It was filled with a very 
large and respectable audience ; a- 





to disphey itsell | 


i The publ 
tures was conducted with great order 


—— 





mong whom were the French and 
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Mecklenburg ambassadors, several 


j members of the senate, many clergy- 
ab- jj men and gentlemen, and a large pro- 


}portion of ladies. ‘The members of 


| the comunttee took their places round 


| the altar: inthe centre of which was 


VI pace d alarge tolio Bible, and on both 


sides lay nearly an hundred German 
| Bibles, for distribution among young 


| people. \fter the Keport had been 


ing particulars, from the Journal read, Ll related some ot the most strik- 


ing facts trom the recent history of 


distribution of the Serip- 


! 
jthe British and loreign Bible Society 


and regularity : the eyes of the young 


held in j Fecetvers spi arkled with joy, and the 


assembly left the church delighted 
and e di fie ad. 

* Berl ~The meeting was held 
ina large ¢ we inch, filled with persons 
sex, and age. The 
president, Baron Von Kircheisen, 
minister of justice, distributed one 
hindred and titty bibles toa number 
of bovs and givis; after which the 
Report was read. 

* Dresden.~-An opportunity was 
aflorded me to plead the cause of the 
Bible before an audience of about 
4,000 people. 

* Ludwiysburg.---I was invited 
to preach in the principal church, 
which, though on a week-day, was 
attended by about 2,000 people. Im- 
mediately after, sambers of respect- 
able clergymen and laymen repaired 
to the deanery, where an Auxiliary 
to the Wiirtemberg Society was or- 
ganized. Ludwigsburg being the 
town in which I was born and baptiz- 
ed, | felt deeply affected by the con- 
sideration that | had been permitted 
to come from England to aid in plant- 
ing a bible Society in my native soil. 

** Klberfeld.—\ preached on the 
subject of the Bible Society. It was 
i week-day lecture: yet | saw the 
large church filled from one end to 
















































the other; and a spirit of devotion) 
prevailing, of which my pen cannet 
give you an adequate dese ription.’ 

Dr. Steinkopi! found, in various | 
places, that female exertions were | 
contributing greatly, as in our own 
country, to the support of Bible and | 
Missionary Societies. | 

* Bern.—I| met a circle of about! 
thirty ladies of the higher ranks. 
who have come forward in the Bible | 
cause. Two ladies came tome after 
my address, requested an interview, 
and handed me a purse with fifty-one 
Louis- dors. ‘* We have a rng 
ed,”’ said they, “‘ most cheertully, 
the Basle and Bern Bible avd iis 
sionary Societies, and shall continue 
to do so; but God has lately blessed 
us with a large inheritance, and we 
consider it our duty and our privilege 
to spend part of our property in ad- 
vancing the cause of our God aud Sa- 
viour among the Heathen. What you 
said of their deplorable state has 
deeply affected us. Accept, there- 
fore, this, our free gift, and dispense 
it, as may appear most desirable, tor 
the benefit of our distant brethen and 
aisters in the Heathen World.” 

* Kirchheim.—This beautifully si 
tuated town is the residence of the 


dowager duchess Louisa. mother of || ¢ 
the present queen of Wiirtemberg. 


Er. Bahnmeyer, rector of the parish 
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tended by the duchess, her prince 
and princess, and the ladies and gen- 
tlemen of the court, we repaired to 
the castle, where the dining hall was 
prepared for the reception of all 
friends to the Bible and Missionary 
cause, The Dean was inthe chair, 
and proposed the formal establish- 
ment of two Auxiliary Societies: one 
for the support of the Bible, the 
other for that of the Missionary So- 
ciety ; cach to have a separate trea- 
surer and committee. The clergy- 
mien present entered cordially inte 
the plan, promising to form associa- 





o || tions in their respective parishes.— 


The Rules were then read, and una- 
nimously adopted. ‘The duchess was 
the first to sign her name ; next fol- 
lowed her illustrious daughter ; then 
the ladies of the court, and the noble- 
men, clergymen, and gentlemen, pre- 
sent. The duchess afterward applied 


‘* This day is salvation come to my 
house ;’’ and declared that she con- 
sidered her palace blessed by the 
‘formation of a Bible Society in it. 

* On a subsequent morning, | was 
called to the palace, to see the 
duchess: I found the queen with 
cher. Both mother and daughter re- 
d me in the most gracious man- 
per, and conversed for an hour on 











and dean of the diocess, had, for se- 
veral years past, made collections, 
both for the Missionary and the Bible 





Society; to which the duchess had 
most liberally contributed her share. | 
But, being desirous of establishing |} 
regular Auxiliaries for both [ustitu-| 
trons, comprehending town and coun. 
try, he invited Mr. Blumhardt and 
myself to meet his clergy. At three 
o’clock, we repaired to the church, 
which was filled with people from all 
ranks. We addressed them from the 
altar, and found open hearts and libe- 
ral hands. Boxes were placed at the 
‘oors, in which we found pieces of 

yuld and silver coin of every value. 
Alter service, which had been at- | 





[the state and progress of religion, 

‘and the triumphs of ihe Bible Society. 
The queen is distinguished for her 
humility and christian kindness. She, 
las well as her mother, takes a live- 
lly interest in the cause of christian- 
ity.” 

“ Ludwigsburg.—I! was called to 
attend the daughter of a British noble- 
man, Who was taken ill, and desired 
to see me. | cannot describe the im- 
pression which the conduct of this 
amiable and truly pious young Jady 
produced on my mind. In the imme- 
diate prospect of death, she was calm 
and serene; her hope was steadily 
fixed on Christ, the rock of ages; she 
triumphed in the God of her salvation, 
and offered up prayers for all her re- 
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to herself the words of Scripture—. 
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lations and friends. She seemed like | and thus the British law at present 
useraph ready to take ber celestial |) remains 
flight. One e xpression left a very This act tended generally to res- 
powerful impression on my nund :— | train, Hf not to extinguish, except m 
‘ Blessed,’ said she, “are the sin- | the Isle of France, the British slave 
cere friends and promoters of the | trade ; and while the nation continued 
Bible Society. Betore the throne of || at war, the slave trade of other states 
God they will be met by the thousands | was also much diminished ; so that 
who owe their salvation, next to the |) Africa was, for a time, relieved, ma 
blessing of God, to the Bible, which considerable degree, frem the deso- 
they have so zealously spre: il abroad || lating effects of the traflick. 
in all the languages of the world.—- be But the return of peace to Eu- 
There they will reap what they have | rope, having put an end to the belh- 
sown, and receive an untading crown gerent right ot search, was the signal 
of glory. Let them persevere inj for an extensive revival of the slave 
their sublime work ; it will have its || trade in Africa, accompanied with 
reward. I thank God, that my lot has | more than its usual miseries. 
fallen in such a glorious period: w hat!) “It became, therefore, the anxi- 
| 
| 
| 
' 





i 
} 
} 
| 


should I now do, without the consola- | ous wish of the Directors, by means 
tion of the word of God!’ of the influence which this country 
had acquired, not merely to obtain 
the concurrence of all the powers of 
Europe in the abolition of the slave 


The last Report of the Directors | trade, but to induce the maritime 
of the African Institution presents aj states to agree to such a modified 
detailed account of the present state || right of mutual search, even during 
of the traffick, as carried on by the || peace, as should tend to make that 
subjects of diflerent European pow- || abolition effectual, 
ers, and the citizens of America. Jt}} ‘* In both these objects our goy- 
is such as, without the convincing |) ernment has, in diflerent degrees, 
reproof furnished by this report, we || sueceeded. Besides obtaining from 
should have pronounced utierly in- || the Congress of Vienna, the memor- 
credible. We cannot, at present, || able declaration which denounced 
enter into these details ; but give our || the slave trade as ** the desolation of 
readers those passages of the report, || Africa, and the degradation of Europe, 
which relate to the general measures |) and the afllicting scourge of humani- 
undertaken for the abolition of the| ty,” and which affirmed that the final 
trade, and the recent dispositions j triumph of the cause of abolition 
manifested on the subject, by the would be ** one of the greatest monu- 
different governments of Europe. | ments of the age which undertook it, 
The directors state that, and which should have gloriously ° 

‘‘ It having been found, that the |)carried it into complete effect,” 
penalties of the Abolition Act were |) France and the Netherlands were 
not sufficient to deter British sub- | prevailed upon to sign treaties sti- 
jects from continuing the slave trade, |) pulating for the total ‘and immediate 
Parliament, in the year 1811, enact- i | abolition of this trade. The result 
ed, that every British subject, and | of the efforts used with Spain and 
every person residing within the || Portugal, was not so favourable. 


The Slave Trade 





British dominions, who should in any | Both these powers, however, agreed 

syise be concerned in the slave trade, || forthwith to confine their slave trade 

should be deemed a felon, and might } within certain specified limits. Por- 

he punished by transportation, for a}\tugal still refused to fix any precise 

_— not exceeding fourteen years ; ‘period for the final abandonment of 
Vol. HV.—Na, 4. 1 
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it; but Spain consented totally to 
abulish it from the 30th of May, 
1520, five months being allowed for | 
completing the voyages that might | 
have been commenc ed prior to that 
period. 

‘“ The governments of Portugal, 
Spain, and the Netherlands, further | 
agreed to admit the proposed od 
of search ; but neither the French | 
nor the American Government could 
be prevailed on to assent to this i- 
portant arrangement.” 

The Directors now proceed to give 
some account of the manner in which 
the engagements of these different 
nations on the subject of the slave 
trade have been fultilled. 

The Report proceeds— 

“It is with great pain that the di- 
rectors have found themselycs com- 
pelled to dwell on these particulars 
of the French slave trade. They 
by no means intend or wish to imph- 
cate the French government, much 
less the French nation, in an iudis- 
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Castlereagh, who agreed with them 
| that such proceedings were in viola- 
tion, not only of the engagements of 
France, but of the treaty between 
| Great Britain and Spain, for the abo- 

lition of the slave trade; and that 
| Spain should be called on to fulhl her 
engagements, by etfectually guarding 
| against such an abuse. 

ral.—** 


By Porix The period for 


the abolition of the slave trade by 


| Portugal roroams still undetermined ; 
lalthongh various discussions have 
between, 
‘the British and Portuguese govern-— 
iments. 

‘A flagrant instance of the bar- 
barities, which a familiarity wilh the 
jslave trade has a tendency to pro- 
' duce, recently occurred in the case 
jof a Portuguese vessel, called the 
| Volcano do Sul. She was captured 
iby his majesty’s ship Pheasant, with 
200 slaves on board: and, in the pas- 
sage to Sierra Leone, her captain 


sand crew rose on the British othee: 





criminate charge of favouring the 
slave trade. 


tion, they doubt not, sincere ly desire | where 


its abolition. By what means their 
wishes have been soc ompletely trus- 


trated, it might not be expedient to ! 
Thus much, |) a view to bring the perpetrators of 1 


attempt to specily. | 
however, appears to them to be | 
proved almost to demonstration, that | 
some of the principal members of | 
the French government have been 

most grossly imposed on by subaltern 


‘ 


‘and sailors, murdered them ail, and 


: {| . . 
The king and the na- then e arried the vessel into Bahia, 


the slaves were landed and 


j sold. 


' The directors trust that this atro- 


cily will be strictly inv estigate cd. with 


to justice. 

‘ Whether the recent changes in 
the government of Portugal will af- 
ford any facilities in arranging this 
matter, it is unpossible at present to 





agents ; and that the conduct of many |! say; but they have appeared to the 


of these ayents has been manifestly, 
either corrupt, or, at the very least, 
criminally negligent. 

By Spain.—** The French flag is 
prostituted to the protection of the 
Spanish slave trade, which has now 
ceased to have any legal existence. 
This fact is contirmed by recent in- 
telligence from the Havannah, which 
represents the slave trade there as 
ina very flourishing state, and 
chiefly carried on under the flag of | 
France. The directors have repre- 
sented this circumstance to lord 





directors to afford a favourable op- 
portunity of distributing information 
in Portugal respecting the real nature 
of the slave trade. With this view, 
the directors have procured transla- 
trons to be made inio Portuguese, of 
the Spanish tract, entitled, * Sketch 
ofthe Slave Trade, and Reflections on 
that Trafhck,”’ written, some years 
ago, at their request, by Mr. B janco 
White ; and also of an abridgement 
of Mr. C larkson’s History of the 
_ Abolition of the Slave Trade. "The 
former work has already been found 
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useful, in enlightening the public his majesty ‘s goV ernment ; and they 
mind in Spain, andin promoting there | know that) strong representations 


the cause of the abolition, The | have been made on the subject to 
translations ot these works are now the government ot France “ with 
printed, an | rm uly tion clasts ibs rian. WV h uw eiteet remains to be seen, That 


in other foreign countries is even vet hath, to assign @ satisiactery reason, 
but ill-informed respecting the oa | why crimes of such extent and atro- 
ture of the slave trade, the directors ; city should have continued, for so 
have turned their attention to the long atime, to be committed by its 
best means of dulusing such imforma- | subjects, and under the protection of 
tion; with a view of exciting in those | its thaz, in spite of its own solemn and 
conntries that moral abhorrence of | cetterated engazements to repress 
this commerce, to the prevalence of those crimes; and how it bas hap- 
which in England must be attributed, ; pened, that the perpetrators of them 
notonly our acts for its abolition, but. should hitherto, almost without ex- 
the degree in which those acts have ception, have not only enjoyed per 
prove sd effectual to thetr object : tor tect linpunmity, but not even been sub- 
the directors are well persuaded, | jected to the discredit ofa public ins 
that to the want of a similar feeling, )) quiry. 
which a full acquaintance with the ||‘ In the month of June last, the 
moate crimin: lity r of this tra le could, Minister of the i rine, announced 1 in 
not fal to gener: ite, much of the dilli- || the Chamber of Deputies, his inten- 
culty which has occurred to the || tion of proposing afurther enactment 
British government, in the repre-| to render the abolition effectual ; and 
sentations on this subject to Foreign |) the directors have learnt that a pro 
Powers, ts to be asertbed.” -mise to the same ellect was ac tually 
By France.——-** Notwithstanding || imade. to our rovernment. They 
the stipulations entered into by | have looked for its promulgation with 
France for the abolition of the slave) considerable anxiety ; especially as 
trade, the directors have had the) they understand that its object was 
painful duty, year after year, of ex- /to rank the slave trade with those 
hibiting to the Institution numerous | crimes which are subject to an infiun- 
and irretragable proofs of the contin- ‘ous and degrading punishment. The 
vance of this traffick by the subjects | enactment of such a law in France 
of that kingdom. They are much | would be an important advance in the 
concerned to say, that the account || Cause of abolition ; for, without at, at 
which they have now to render of, is to be feared that pecuniary penal- 
the state of the French slave trade, || ties will practically be of little avail, 
is even more ailicting than any W hich} as the y may Ci wsily be provided against 
has preceded it. ha ed, so multi- by a higher rate of insurance, which 
plied and so fhigrant have been of late 1 the enormous prizes in this execra- 
the violations of the French law on oa lottery will well enable it to 
this subject ; ; to such an extent, and }, bear.’ 
with such impunity, has this trade | 
heen carried on, almost without the | 
| 
{ 


* PBehevinog that the prenti las mind government seems hound in good 








London Massionary Society. 


} 
| 
allectation of disgnise; that the evil, powers =" OTe ae ee 
practically speaking, could scarcely |) 
have been greater had it been a 
tually tolerated by the governmen at 


of France. 


The directors have, for some time, 
had it in contemplation to send a de- 
putation to the South Seas, who might 
assist. under a full knowledge of their 


* The directors have not finled to || views and wishes, in settling the new 
comuninicate these painful facts to order of things in those fslauds 





; 
Rh techn to, ie Y ; ee ee: ke 


s 
. 
- 





x 


424 Religious Intelugesce—f oveigu Summary. NOVEMBER. 


7 i ee 


; 
: 
\ ie 
é 
i) 


The Rev. Daniel Tyerman, of the. 
Ise of Wight. and Geo. Bennett, Esq. | 
of Sheffield, have undertaken this 
charge. 

They were dismissed to their la- 
bour, together with a missionary and 
several artisans, atameeting in Spa- 
field’s chapel, on Thursday the 19th 
of April ; and embarked at Gravesend 
on Saturday the Sth of May, on board 
the Tuscan Whaler; but were de- 
tained in the Downs till the 18th, 
when they sailed with a fair wind. 

The missionary, Mr. Jones, is ap- 
pointed to Otaheite. The artisans 


are, Mr. Armitage, of Manchester, | 





Rise on them like the moruing-star, 

In glory—not thine own ; 
And tell them, while they hail the sigh, 
Who turned thy darkness into light: 


Tell them, His hovering rays 
Already gild their ocean’s brim, 
Ere long o’er heaven and earth to blaz¢ 
Direct all eyes to Him, 
The Sun of Righteousness, who brings 
Mercy and healing on His wings. 


Nor thou disdain to teach, 
To savage hordes, celestial truth ; 
To infant tongues thy mother’s speech; 
Ennobling arts to youth; 
Till warriors fling their arms aside, 
O’er bloodless fields the plough to guide, 


Train them, by patient toil, 
‘To rule the waves, subdue the ground, 





Enrich themselves with Nature’s spoil, 
With harvest-trophies ccowned ; 
Till coral-reefs, "midst desert seas, 
Become the true Hesperides. 


cotton manufacturer, and Mr. Blos- 
som, of London, carpenter ; they are 
both married, and Mr. Armitage has 
two children: their object is to pro- 
mote industry among the natives. 


Verses, by M. Montromery, addressed to G. Bennett 
on his Visit to the South Seas 


We copy these Verses, as they 
contain sentiments worthy of Chris- 
tian friends, when parting from one 
another on such occasions ; and may 
both serve to soothe the pain natu- 
rally felt at these times of trial, and 
to direct and animate the faithful mis-_ 


e- ie. aes es Yet, one in soul; and one 
Pore his future toil. I Iu faith, and hope, and purpose yet ; 


God’s witness in the heavens, yon sun, 
| Forbid thee to forget 

|| Those from whose eyes his orb retires, 
When thine his morning-beauty fires! 
| 
| 


Thus, then, in peace depart; 
And angels guide thy footsteps !'—No 
‘There is a feeling 1 the heart 
That will not let thee go: 
Yet, go—thy spirit stays with me ; 
Yet, go—my spirit goes with thee! 








Though the wide world between 

Our feet, conglobe its solid mass; 

Though lands and wateis intervene, 

Which I must never pass; [chang’/, 
Though day and night, with thee, be 
Seasons reversed, and clime estrang’d—- 








Go, take the wings of mern, 
And fly beyond the utmost sea: 
Thou shalt not fee! thyself forlorn, 
Thy God is still with thee; 
And where his Spirit bids thee dwell, 
There, and there only, thou art well. 


Forsake thy father-land, [home. |} 

Kindred, and friends, and pleasant | 

O’er many a rude, barbarian strand, |} 

Iu exile though thou roam, [ find 
Walk there with God, and thou shalt 
Double for all thy faith resign’d. 


Launch boldly on the surge ; 

And, ina light and fragile bark, [urge 

Thy path through flood and tewpest 

Like Noah inthe Ark: [ shore, | 
Then tread, like him, a new world’s! 
Thine altar build, and God adore. 

Leave our Jerusalem, 

Jehovah’s temple and His rest : 

Go, where no Sabbath broke on them 

Whom Pagan gloom oppress’d; [Isles, 
Till bright, though late, around their 
The Gaspe!-dawn awoke in smiles : 

Amidst that dawn, from far, 

Be thine expected presence show». 





When tropic gloom returns, 
Mark what new stars their vigils keep; 
How glares the Wolf, the Phoenix 
burns; 
And, on a stormless deep, 
The Ship of 


[ Dove: 
heaven—the patriarch's 
The emblem of redeeming love: * 


Oh think how often we have walked, 
Gaz’d on the glories of our sky— 
Of higher glories talk’d ; 
Till our hearts caught a kindling ray, 
And burn’d within us by the way. 


Those hours, those walks, are past! 
We part—and ne’er again may meet. 
Why are the joys that will not last, 
So perishingly sweet? 

Farewell ! we surely meet again, 

In life or death: farewell tll then! 
Sheffield, March 13, 1821. J.M. 


| While these enchant thine eye, 
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Baptiet Missionary Society. 
Collections by the Rev. W. Ward. 


On Mr. Ward's return from his vi- | 
sit to the United States, he landed at | 


Liverpool, on the [4th April, alter a 
passage of nineteen days trom New 
York : asum amounting to nearly ten 
thousand dollars was contributed in 
that country lo the Serampore Col- 
lege, which was to be invested in the 
American funds 

In England and Scotland he had 


collected, for the same object, about! 


3.7001. The English donations are 
invested inthe funds: those frorn 


Scotland have been taken by Mr. | 


Ward to India, to be appropriated to 
the object tor which they were grant- 
ed. The following liberal benetiac- 
tions formed part of these contribu- 
tions: R. Davies, Esq. of Waltham 


stow, 100/.; an unknown gentleman | 


in Scotland, 100/.; Mr. Burcher, of }} 
Frome, 200/.; J. Warner, Esquire, 
of Edmonton, 300/. to support, by 
the interest, a native preacher, tn 
perpetuity; and J. Douglas, Esq. 5000, 

Beside these collections, by Mr. 
Ward, the Bishop of Durham has 
contributed fifty guineas for the trans- 
lations, and earl Spencer and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, each 
fifty pounds.—Lond. Mag. 

Farewell Leters, by the Rev. Me. Ward 

Mr. Ward sailed from Gravesend 
en the 30th May, on his return to Cal- 
eutta, accompanied by Mrs. Marsh- 
man and her family, inthe Abberton, 
captain Percival, 

A small volume by him has just ap- 
peared, entitied ** Farewell Letters 
to a few friends in Britain and Ame- 


rica.’ The contents of this volume } 


are of an interesting nature. 





We understand, (says a late Eng- 
lish Paper.) that some of our most 
popular poets are employed in fram- 


ing hymns and psalms, fur the use of 


the established Church of England. 
The design is, as far as we can col- 
lect, different from others with which 
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| our readers must be acquainted ; the 
_ parvo being, that the psalm of the 
‘day should comeide with the lesson 
pwhich at followa: in other words, 
i that the sentunent in each should be 

the same. Independently of such 

benefit as may result from this plan, 

the assistance of Sir W. Scott, Messrs. 
| Crabbe, Southey, Milman, Heber, 
Wrangham, and others, will neces- 
surly confer a character on the 
verse, Which releious poetry has 
long wanted. 


RUONAPARTE. 

Napoleon Buonaparte expired on 
the 6th of May, in the Island of St. 
Helena. ‘The cause of his death 
was an internal ulcer. This man, 
so long the terror of Europe, and of 
the world, died so entirely destitute 

of power, that the intelligene eof his 
;decease produced but little sensa- 
tion, even in the country of which 
ihe had been the ruler. 





On Tuesday, August 7th, the 
qneen of England expired, after an 
lness of a few days. fn conformity 
with her will, her body was sent to 

brunswick, the place of her nativity, 
for interment. A riot took place on 
the removal of the corpse, occasion- 
el by the wish of the people to have 
the procession move through the 
city of London, while the govern- 
ment directed it to be takena differ- 
ent route. The populace made such 
resistance, that the procession, after 
much contusion, moved in the direc 
tion of the city, and passed through 
some of the principal streets. ‘Two 
persons were killed, and severa! 
wounded, by a body of troops called 
vut on this occasion, 


- 
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Abstract of Proceedings in the Conventions 
of the Episcopal Church, in 1821, 


Massacl.usetts.—The annual Con- 
‘vention of the Protestant Episcopia’ 
Church. in ttis State, was held 
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Dedham, on the 20th of June. 
Agreeably to the XLV canon, paro- 
chial reports were received from 
several churches. From which it 
appears, that, in the eleven principal | 
churches, there are, at present, eight 
hundred and eighty-two communi- 
cants, and have been, since the last 
annual convention, two hundred and 
three baptisms, seventy-four mar- 
riages, and sixty-six deaths. No re- 
turns were made from the churches 
at Marblehead, Lynn, Bridgewater, 
Newton, South Boston, Cambridge, 
aad Quincey. The clerical members 
of the standing committee were di- 
rected to revise the constitution and 
and canons of the church in this State, 
and to determine whether any, and 
if any, what alterations are necessary 
therein ; and to report upon the same 
to the next Convention, 

New-Hampshire.—The convention 
of the diocese met in Hopkinton, 
August 15th, 1821. Kev. Robert 
Fowle, President, and Albe Cady, 
Esq. Secretary. 

From the Report of the Committee 
to whom were referred the parochial 
returns, it appears, 

That in St. John’s church, in Ports- 
mouth, of which tho Rev. Charles 
Burroughs is Rector, seventy-tive 
children attend sunday school ; num- 
ber of communicants about seventy- 
five ; number of families about eighty. 
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That, during the past year, divine 
service has been regularly performed 
at Hopkinton and Concord alternate- 
ly, by the Rev. John L. Blake, who 
settled with his family in Concord, 
in November last. 

That the members of the church 
in Hopkinton, are eminently distin- 
guished for their commendable zeal, 
and their strict attention to the ru- 
brics: that the society in Concord 
is now furnished with a convenient 
chapel, fitted up with pews, &c. and 
that the congregation is increasing. 

Voted, That, in the opinion of the 
members of this convention, it is in- 
expedient to make the alteration in 
the first article of the constitution of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the United States, proposed at the 
last general convention of said church. 

Ordered, That the next annual con- 
vention be holden at Claremont, on 
the Thursday next tollowing the com- 
mencement at Dartmouth college, in 
August next. 





A monument, to the memory of 








That in Union church in Claremont, 
of which the Rey. James 1}. Howe 
is Rector, there are one hundred | 
communicants. In a new brick 
church, lately purchased by a few 
individuals, a pair of glass chande- 
hers have been placed—a present 
from a gentleman of Boston. 

That in Trinity church, in Holder- 
ness, of which the Rev. Robt. Fowle 
is Rector, there are thirty-six fami- 
jies, twenty communicants, one Sun- 





day school, and twenty catechumens. 

That in Christ Church, in Hopkin- 
ton, there are nineteen commupi- 
eants, and about the same number of 
ramilies. 


the late Rey. James W. Eastburn, 
has recently been erected in St. 
| George’s Church, in the city of New- 
York, with the following inscription: 
M.S. 
Jacobi Wallis Eastburn, A. M. 
Ecclesia Sancti Georgii 
In comitatu Accomack et republisa 
Virginia, 
Nuper pastoris. 
Qui propter egritudinem, 
Ad insulam Sancta Crucis navigans, 

In gremium Abrahami fuit receptus, 
2do die Decembris, A. D. 1819, 
#tatis suw 23. 
loc marmor posuit Pater orbatus. 
Quis desiderie sit pudor aul modus 
Tam Chari Capitis ? 








AFRICAN COLONY. 
The Rev. Ephraim Bacon, who 
went out as one of the government 
agents to the American colony of free 





‘blacks, forming on the coast of Africa, 


| 


with hisledy,and Nathaniel Peck, one 
of the colonists, who went from Balti- 
more with the first expedition to 
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1821. 


Sherbro, arrived here lately, in! 
the schooner Emmeline, Capt. Pen- 
nington, from Martinique. They) 
left Sierra Leone, 16th June, in an! 
English vessel, bound to Barbadoes, 
whence they proceeded to M: wrt | 
nique, and gailed thence about the | 

15th of July, for Hampton Roads.— | 
dF. Bacon returned home tn conse. | 
quence of the health of himself and | 
lady being much impaired pre vious | 
to their sailing: we are pleased to 
state, however, that they are muc hi} 
recovered by the voyage. 

By the arrival of Mr. Bacon, we 
have the agreeable intelligence tha’ 
the Agents had effected the purchase 
of atract of land from the natives, 
estimated at between 30 and 40 miles 


{| 


° . ’ { 
uare, situated on the rver Saint |) 


John’s. between 5 and 6 degrees N. | 


lat. and about 300 miles distant trom | 
Sierra Leone. It is represented as re- 
markably he: thy and fertile, is high, 
and produces rice of an excellent | 
quality, corn, and all kinds of tropi- | 
cal grain and frusts ; the water also | 
is very good, and the river furnishes | 
the best fish and oysters, in abund- 
ance: coffee, cotton, and tobacco, of | 
good quality, grow spontaneously, the | 
first of which is sold at 4d. and 5d. 
per pound. We understand that the 
purchase has been eflected upon the 
most advantageous terms, viz.—for 
an annual supply of rum, manutiac- 
tured tobacco, pipes, Knives, and a 
few other articles. the total cost of 
which, tn this country, would not ex 
ceed three hundred dollars per an- 
num. Mr. Wiltberger, the other 
Agent for government, the Rev. Mr. 
Andrus. agent for the Colonization | 
Society, and Mr.and Mrs. Winn, with 
all the Colonists, enjoyed very good 1 
health ; 
nature, had occurred among them, | 
from the time of their arrival, until | 
the departure of Mr. Bacon, 


putan end to it! ? 


‘Father 


and no sickness of a serious | | 
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from Mr. Bacon, that there is very 
good anchorage off the site fixed on 


tor the new settlement, for vessels of 


100 tons, and that a slip of the hne 
could ride in safety within a few miles 
of it. The natives he found very 
‘inotiensive and kindly dispose vu, 
— | -Vorf. Herald, 
Mr. Rush, our Minis ster at London, 
ina letter to the American Coloni- 
zation Society, states, that it has been 
represented to the British Govern- 
ment by their commissioners at Sierra 


| Leoue, that a considerable diminution 


in the Slave ‘Trade has taken place, 
which they ascribe, in a great degree 
to the well-directed etlorts of the 


| United States’ naval vessels on the 
coast. 


Lieutenant Stockton, of the United 
States’ scfooner Alligator, in a letter 
to the Board of Managers, observes, 
** 1am more and more persuaded of 
ithe usefulness of your soc iety. I 
beheve it will be instrumental in me- 
horating the condition of Africa. T he 
unfeeling clin of slave-dealers are 
sull, and more exultingly than ever, 
‘draining the * deetrest veras’ of that 
country. Is such to continue to be 
their tate ? And \ Jl not christendom 
Are they to be 
torn from theirs domes, from their 
friends, from théir ’ forefathers” 
graves, While the vultures of the world 
are proclaiming + freedom, and forming 
coalitions for its sec urity ?) May the 
of Mercies take care of this 
oppressed people’; and is it too un- 
charitable to hope that the hour of 
vengeance 13 approaching, when the 
hurricane will sweep trom the deep 
every sail that Is spread for so unhal- 
lowed a trathick ?” 





Seamen. 


The progress of the various plans 
devised to promote the spiritual wel- 


The | fare of seamen, in New-York, is 


prospects of the Colony were con- | highly cheering. m Many difficulties 
sidered as very promising, and afford |) were anticipated at the commence- 


the highest gratification to the Agents |) 
and ( ‘olonists. We furiher learn 


ment of the business, but they have 
all vanished. Seamen readily attend 
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the prayer meetings, wherever the 
Bethel Flag is raised, and manifest 
not only the utmost decorum, but a 
spirit of seriousness,and often of deep 
conviction. Masters of vessels so 
far from being reluctant to permit 


these meetings to be held on board | 


their ships, have often solicited them, 
and prepared the best accommoda- 
tions for the assembly. 
of the vessels have frequently led ia 
the exercises of the evening—and in 
several instances social worship has 
been commenced, and continued 
morping and evening on board, till 
vice and iminorality have been effec- 
tually discountenanced and checked. 
The editor of the Seaman’s Magazine 
says, that ‘* captains and owners are 
not only far more willing te vive the 
use of their vessels than wee’ ticipat- 
ed, but many of them appear to be 
deeply sensible cf the honour God is 
thus conferring on them, and are un- 
willing to lose any time after the ar- 
vival of their vessels, before thanks- 
giving is offered up 4 the God of the 
seas, for their pity ‘tion and safe 
arrival, and are un? sing they should 
depart without uw) .°ing the Divine 
favour on the intes,  svovage.”’ 
Boston Re Ff 
Reviva's«f Religion. 
Savannah, Aug. 21, 1821. 
For many years Methodism has 
d its heaviest diflicunies to con- 
oad with in this unfortunate metro- 
polis ; and nothing short of the most 


inflexible perseverance could have 


supported its friends, and buoyed 
their heads above the swelling tide 
of despondency. 

Since the year 1819, our respect- 
ability as a people, has been increas- 
ing, and the halcyon day has at length 
arrived, when many have been in- 
duced to surrender their flinty hearts 
to God ; that, like *he rock of Hore}, 
they might, whe” broken by the 


23 Keligious Intelligence—Domestic Summary. 


The oflicers | 


ad 


NOVEMBER, 182] 


word, make way for the living spring 
of piety to flow forth to our adorable 
Saviour. 
Since the 2d of March, the holy 
fire has been kindling, but not un- 
til the last month were the sacred 
sparks blown up to a burning flame. 
At our last Lovefeast, there were an 
unusual number of tickets issued. 
The evening appointed for this meet- 
| Ing was pecuhtarly inauspicious ; tor- 
| rents of rain had tallen during the day, 
jand the night was wet and gloomy. 
'But notwithstanding all this, our 
meeting was numerously attended, 
and its exercises proceeded with an 
uncommon degree of the divine pre- 
isence. At the close of this ever-to- 
be remembered Lovefeast, an offer 
was made to receive members, when, 
to our utter astonishment, twenty- 
one persons came forward, and offer- 
ed themselves as candidates for mem- 
bership inourchurch. Among those 
who thus surrounded God’s altar, 
there were eight promising young 
men, who appeared before their 
Maker, in order to dedicate them- 
selves to him in the morning of life. 
The sight was indeed such an one as 
was fit for angels to behold, and one 
,on which heaven smiled with plea- 
j sure and delight. Since the period | 
| above mentioned, several more have 
| been added to our numbers, who pro- 
| mise to be an ornament tothe church, 
| and a blessing to their country. 
| Since the 8ih of June last, 116 
‘'members have been added to our 
| church, which, with former additions, 











i 


;make an aggregate of 131, since the 
2d of March. The work is still ad- 
/vancing, and we have the most san- 
| guine hopes of seeing many more of 
‘our citizens the happy subjects of 
i this gracious revival.—.Veth. Mag. 





ErrRATUM.—In the last Number, p. 87, 
(1.12 from the bottom of the first column, 
| instead of Gen. xvii, 3. the reader wij) 
‘ adopt the alteration, ii. 17.” 
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